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Guestion. How do saints i glo- 
ty feel, respecting their criminality ? 

Different answers to this ques- 
tion, have been, lately, given, and 
advocated by divines. Itis pro- 
posed to make it the subject of a 
careful and candid inquiry. 

That saints in glory sing re- 
deeming love, is evident from 
many passages in the word of 
God. In the fifth chapter of the 


revelation, Oth verse, it is said of 


saints in glory, “ They sang a 
new song, saying, Thou art wor- 
thy to take the book, and to open 
the seals thereof: for thou wast 
slain, and hast redeemed us to 
God by thy blood out of every 
kindred, and tongue, and people, 
and nation.’’? From this, and oth- 
er similar passages, it is thought 
to appear, that they ascribe theif 
whole salvation to the blessed Re- 
deemer. But are they now de- 
pendant on redeeming love? 
That they have been deserving of 
the curse of the law, will not be 
disputed ; but the question is, are 
they zow deserving, and do they 
feel themselves deserving of that 
curse? IJsit on account of the a- 
tonement and merit of Jesus, that 
they are new kept from everlast- 
K 


ing burning, and enjoy the bles- 
sedness of the heavenly state, or 
are they dependant on the Savior 
for the remission of their sins, and 
for having been made perfect in 
holiness only, while the good they 
now enjoy is conferred upon them 
onthe same ground, on which 
the Angels receive their bliss, 
that is on account of merit ? This 
is the point of our present inqut- 
ry- 

Lest the question should not 
be clearly understood, it may be 
stated in different words, viz. Do 
saints in glory feel that it would 
be just in God, as it respects their 
character, now to expel them 
from his blissful presence, and 
send them down to éternal woe? 

I do not recollect any passage 
of scripture in which this question 
isexpressly decided. It is not 
pretended that the fore cited pas- 
sage from revelation contains an 
answer. But if the question can 
be decided, it will lead us to a 
better understanding of such pas- 
sages. It will lead us to see how 
extensively Saints in glory are to 
be understood, when they sing re- 
deeming love. Our information 
respecting the world of spirits, if 
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must be acknowledged, is small. 
In many respects, * it doth not 
yet appear what we shall be.’”? In 
many respects it is true, that 
‘“‘Whether we will or no, we must, 
take the succeeding world on 
trust.”” Our present state is sach, 
our viewsare so limited, that we 
are not prepared to receive many 
ideas respecting a future state. 
When Paul was caught up into 
the third heavens, he heard things 
which it was not lawful, or rath- 
er, possible for a.man to utter. 
An attempt in Paulto communi- 
cate an idea of those things to 
those, who had never seen, nor 
heard them, wWduld* have been 
like endeavoring ro communicate 
an idea of colouts to oné’ wio had 
never been favored with tHe sense 
of seeing. A rgreeably to this 
statement, our Savior said to Nic- 
odemtts; “If I have told you 
earthly things and ye believe not, 
how sliall ye believe if Itell you 
of heavenly things ? 
These observations, however, 
should not. discourage us from 
making the most dil igerit ingui- 


riés respecting what may be 


kdovrn of a future state. Nothing, 
butely, can be more interesting to 
us, than to become acquainted, 


so far as possible; with that world 


of spirits to which we are hasten- 
ing, and whtch will soon be our 
home. 

Having made these’ prelimina- 
ry observations, I shall proceed, 
directly, to a consideration of the 
question which hasbeen stated. 

The consideration that this 
is a State preparatory to the next, 
may, perhaps, have some bearing 
on the question. What, then, 1s 
the spirit which God is cultiva 
ing in the minds of his people? 
Txi proporticn at the christian 


grows in grace, does he feel less 
dependant on the Savier? Do 
we not find the reverse to be 
true? The scriptures teach us’ 
that the children of God are de- 
pendant on divine grace, not only 
for a pardon of their sins, but for 
all the good they enjoy. The 
dealirgs of God with his people 
are calculated to impress this 
truth, deeply, on their hearts. 
Their own experience, it is be- 
lieved, corresponds with this idea. 
It is natural for mento feel as if 
they had a claim on God for ma- 
ny favors, and that God weuld 
be cruel should he deny. them. 
But to eradicate this feeling from 
the heart, seems to be one im por- 
tant design of God, in training up 
his people for the heavenly state. 
God, ‘it is true, has been pleased 
to'lay himself under covenant ob- 
ligations to his people. But is it 
not a gratious covenant » He has 
been pleased'to make many pre- 
cious promises to them. But are 
they not gracious promises ? Does 
he, any. where, intimate that he 
makes such promises, or confers 
any favor, on account of goodness 
inthem. Although their chris. 
tian graces are morally good, or 
holy ; yet itis not on account of 
that goodness that any favors are 
conferred upon them. So far 
from it, that he plaiuly tells them, 
when he confers any favor, ** Not 
for your sake be it Known unto 
you do! this.” Christians are 
not permitted’to pray for a par- 
don, nor for any favor, on their 
own account. All thetr prayers 
must be offered up in the name’ 
of the great Mediator. It is only 
on account of the merit and a- 
tonement of Jesus, that God can, 
consistently, confer any good up- 
on his people. And, when they 
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receive any favor their language 
is, ** Notunto us, not unto us; 
but to thy name be the glory.” 
And if this be not the language 
of saints above, then, how are 
christians here preparing for the 
heavenly state ? Who will deny, 
that it is the work of the spirit to 
impress such feelings on the 
hearts of the people of God ? And 
who will suppose, that the spirit 
would operate, to train them up 
in the exercise of those feelings, 
which are not adapted to the 
heavenly state? The supposition 
destroys the idea that thisis a 
state preparatory to the next.— 
May we not then conclude, that 
saints in glory feel their ill-de- 
serts? Do they not feel, that 
God, in justice to their FE gl 
ters, might cast them off forever ? 
Do they not feel, that all the 
good they receive is on account 
ofthe merit and atonement of 
4 ? 
. If saints in glory feel, that 

the : vod they enjoy is on account 
of their perfect holiness, then 
saints on earth might feel, that 
the good they enjoy is, at Icast 
in part, on account of their holi- 
ness. Saints on earth are holy in 
some degree. And if the perfect 
holiness of saints in glory consti- 
tutes a reason why they should 
enjoy the blesseduness of the heav- 
enly state, then the partial holi- 
nes of saints on earth constitutes 
a reason why they should enjoy 
come forbtisre of that blessedness 
on earth. And if this were true, 
then for a pardon of our sins, and 
for rezenerating grace, to be sure, 
we might thank the Savior; but 
for every foretaste of heaven, and 
‘for all the good we, aS christians, 
enjoy, we mght take the praise to 
ourselves, But where 1§ the chris- 


heart of Job. 


or 
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tian, who feels disposed to take 
the praise to himself? The same 
idea may be viewed in a different 
light. If saints in glory cease to 
feel criminal, because they are 
completely holy, then saints on 
earth will feel Jess criminal, in 


proportion as they increase in hoe 


liness. The greatest christian 
would in this case, feel tne least 
criminal. But does this agree 
with observation and experience ? 
Job was a greater christian than 


either of his three friends; but he 


appeared to have a greater sense 
of criminality. He justified him- 
self, it istrue, as to the charge 
they brought against him; but 


she had a deep sense of his crimi- 


nality in the sight of God. We 
find no such confessions from his 
three friends, as flowed from the 
And the greater 
advances he made in the divine 
life, the more full were his con. 
fessions of guilt. ‘ I have heard 
of thee,” said he * by the hearing 
of the ear; but now mine eye 
seeth thee. Wherefore I abhar 
myself, and repent in dust and 
ashes.”? - Should we attend to the 
characters of the most eminent 
saints as they are recorded in the 
word of God, we-should &nd that 
those, who were the mdst distin- 
guished for piety, had the great- 
est sense of criminality. David 
was a man after God’s own heart; 
but who ever expressed a greater 
sense of guilt than is expressed 
in his Psalms? Paul was one of 
the most distinguished Apostles; 
but he seems to want language to 
express a sense of his unworthi- 
ness. He calls himzelf * the 
least of all the Apostles.” He 
calls himself * less ie the least 
of a". brea. ” And, inthe an- 
euish ef his he art, he cries out, 
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‘¢O, wretched man that I am, 
who shall deliver me from the 
body of this death.” Does not 
this correspond with what we see 
and experience? The new con- 
vert has but little sense of guilt, 
in comparison with older chris- 
tians. In proportion as christians 
grow in grace, they are broiight 
more low inthe dust, and have a 
greater sense of criminality. Does 
it not follow, that saints in glory 
being completely holy, have a 
deeper sense of their criminality 
than they have while ia this life ? 
3. A sense of guilt, in moral 
agents, is not confined to what is 
present ; but looks back on what 
is past. The question under con- 
sideration must turn upon this 
idea. Every one will acknowl- 
edge that saints in glory are free 
from sin. No unclean thing shall 
enter the heavenly state, After 
christians pass from this mortal 
state, they will be guilty of no 
crime. Could we have an inter- 
view with the Apostle Paul, he 
would, undoubtedly, tell us, he 
is now free from that body of sin 
and death, under which he groan- 
ed, while in this life. He is en- 
tirely free from a -persecuting 
spirit, and perfectly united to the 
church triumphant above. He 
has no criminal affections, and is 
guilty of no misconduct. Were 
he asked whether he now feels 
criminal, he would undoubtedly 
answer, ‘I do not feei criminal 
for any of my exercises, or con- 
duct, since | was admitted into 
this heavenly state.’ 
would undoubtedly, be the lan- 
guage of all those, who have 
been admitted to the new Jerusa- 
lem. If, therefore, their sense of 
criminality be confin¢éd to their 
present exercises, it will be readi- 


And this 


ly granted that saints in glory 
have not asense of guilt. And 
this is the ground, on which those 
argue, who endeavor to maintain 
the opposite side of the question. 
But is it true that moral agents 
feel guilty for nothing that has 
passed ? Is it not more common- 
ly the case, that they have a 
greater sense of guilt afterwards, 
than at the time, in which the sin 
is committed? Did not David 
feel more criminal for adultery 
and murder, long after those 
crimes had been committed, than 
at the time of committing them ? 
Paul appears to have had no 
eense of guilt at the time when he 
ersecuted the church of Christ ; 
but with what deep contrition, 
and sense of guilt does he, fre- 
quently, mention this crime after- 
wards? With what deep humil- 
iation, and godiy sorrow, do 
christians, in general, remember 
the sins and follies of their youth ? 
Do they not go mourning to their 
graves, not only on account of 
the remains of wickedness in their 
own hearts; buton account of 
their past iniquities? Can it be 
supposed, that as soon as they ap- 


‘pear in the world of spirits, ‘they 


loose all sense of criminality ? 
Those, who endeavor to maintain 
the opposite side of the question, 
mention the distinction the A pos- 
tle made between the flesh and 
spirit. Speaking of his wicked- 
ness, the Apostle said, * It ts no 
more I that doit; but sin that 
dwelleth in me.” ‘It was not 
Paul the new man; but Paul the 
old man, thiat committed sin. 

‘hen the christian arrives to glo- 
ry, nothing remains, but the new 
man. As it was the old manthat 
committed sin, thenew man in 
heaven feels no criminality.’ This 


- 


c 


1$13. 


isthe force of their argument. 
Andit must be confessed, it 
would be full to their purpose, 
if the flesh and spirit, of which 
the Apostle speaks, were two dis- 
tinct agents. But Jet us attend to 
the object which Paul, in this 
passage, had in view. He was 
pointing out the difference be- 
tween the sanctified, and unsanc- 
tified part of regenerated souls. 
He was endeavering to show that 
sin, in the child of God, is con- 
fined to the remains of corrupt 
nature. He was teaching that 
the new nature does not commit 
sin. Buthe had no design to 
represent these two natures as 
two distinct agents. He had no 
design to show that the christian 
is aot criminal for all the wick- 
edness of his corrupt nature. In 
full consistency with this passage, 
the christian may feel guilty, tor 
all the remaming corruption of 


his heart, and all the wickedness . 


of his life. And this, in fact was 
the case with Paul. He, deeply 
jamented the corruption of his na- 
ture, and the wickedness of his 
life. He calls himself * less than 
the least of all saints.” Again 
‘he says, “I am the least of the 
Apostles, that am not meet to be 
called an Apostle, because I per- 
secuted the church of God.” 
And when he reproyed Peter, he 
did not say, it was not you Peter; 
but sin that dwelleth in you. His 
abject then was notto show the 
nature of holiness in distinction 
from remains of wickedness in 
the child of God; but to point 
out the criminality of a christian, 
on account of his remaining cor- 
ruption. Therefore he said, 
“When Peter was come from 
Antioch, I withstood him to the 
iace, because he was to be blam- 
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ed.’ Paul was sensible, that Pe- 
ter’s new nature did not consent 
to sin; butstill, Peter was to be 
blamed on account of his sin. 
And if Peter was criminal, while 
here on earth, for all his past of- 
fences, why does not his criminal- 
ity still remain? Is it not still 
true that Paul, who is now in 
heaven, did, while here on earth, 
persecute the church of God? 
And is it not still true, that he de- 
serves to be punished as a perse- 
cutor? If Paul were here to 
speak for himself, would he not 
say, [am criminal? Did he say, 
while here, ‘I am not meet 
to be called an Apostle ?” and 
would he not say, although in 

glory, ‘I am not wortby of hii 
happy man:ians, because I perse- 
cuted the church of God? Can 
any creature make an atonement 
for sin? lf not, then having once 
sinned, his criminality will forev- 
er remain. If the atonement 
which Christ has made, could 
have been made by the sin- 
ner, and if the righteousness of 
Christ could, indeed, be the right- 
eousness of the sinner, then the 
sinner would cease to be crimi- 
nal. But nocreature could have 
made such an atonement. And 
neither sin, nor righteousnegs can, 
in reality, be transferred from 
one being to another. The right- 
eousness of Christ is so imputed 
to believers, that they, for Christ’s 
sake, may be forgiven ; but not 
so as to take away their criminal- 
ity. When one has sinned, it 
will, forever, remain true, that 
he has sinned, and, consequently, 
it will remain true, that he de. 
serves the punishment due to sin. 
Saints in glory cannot have for- 
gotten that they have sinned. 
They remember that they have 
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been redeemed. They give glo- 
ry to Christ, “for thou,” say 
they, ‘hast redeemed us.” And 
while they remember that they 
have sinned, they will feel, that 
they deserve the punishment de- 
nounced against transgressors. 

The subject to which we have 
attended ; leads to a number of 
observations whish may be very 
useful to us in this life; but they 
will be chiefly left to the refiec- 
tions of the reader. 

1. One observation, which nat- 
urally strikes the mind from a 
view of the subject, is, that those 
who expect to escape the curse of 
the law, from the supposition that 
they do not deserve such a pun- 
ishment, will meet with a dread- 
ful disappointment. Among the 
children of men, there are more 
hopes, it is believed, built on this 
foundation, than on any other. 
But if our subject be true, all such 
hopes are delusive. Saints in glo- 
xy do not build their hopes of con- 
tinuing in that happy ‘ocicty, on 
such a foundation as this. ‘They 
cto not draw near the throne, as a 
place, to which they are entitled, 
Sy merit. ‘They are brought 
nigh, by the blood of Christ. 
find, however strong a_ person's 
hopemay be, he has no more pre- 
paredness for heaven, than he has 
a sense that he deserves to be 
sent to hell. 

2. Another observation is, that 
we ought to feel indebted to 
Christ for all the favors we receive, 
and for all the good we hope to 
enjoy. If samtsin glory feel thus 
indebted to the Savior, certainly, 
we ought to cultivate the same 
feelings in our own hearts. 

3. Wemay likewise observe, 
that redeeming love is a very 
pleasing theme in heaven, By 


the precious blecd of Christ, the 
saintshave been redeemed, and 
prepared for all the blessedness 
contained in eternal life. When 
they say to Jesus, “ Thou hast 
redeemed ws,” they include in 
the fruits of this redemption, all 
the good they ever have enjoyed, 
all the good they now enjoy, and 
all they expect to enjoy. ‘They 
cast down their crowns at the 
feet of Jesus, and ascribe all their 
righteousness, and all their bles- 
sedness to his unbounded grace. 

And where, my readers, is the 
true child of Godon earth, who 
has not, already, imbibed some 
degree of this spirit? Where is 
the true child of God, who does 
not dwell upon this exalted 
theme, with peculiar delight ; and 
who does not long to rise in that 
bright world above, where, in 
more exalted strains, he will cele- 
brate the wonders of redeeming 
love? 


ALBERT. 
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And he that hateth his life in this 
wotid, shall Keep it unto life eternal. 
John xit. 25. 

By this passage, itis not to be 
understood, that we are required 
literally to hate temporal lite in an 
absolute sense. Life is the gift 
of God. As such, it shovid rot 
he despised, but wisely improved 
to the best of purposes. Paul 
say?, no man-ever yet hated his 
ewn fiesh, but nourisheth it and 
cherish it; by this intimating, that 
to hate animal life is wnnatural 
and not required of any. Soin 
another place, “ the neglecting of 
the body has only a show of wis- 
dom in will worship, but 1s not in 
any honor to the satisfying of the 
fies.’ Thus also Peter, in the 
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svords of the psalmist, directs how 
to make life agreeable and desira- 
ble. ‘“ If any man will love life 
and see good days, let him es- 
clew evil and do good, let him 
seek peace and ensue it ;” plainly 
teaching, that ‘* goodness hath 
the promise of the life that now 
is,’ which would be manifestly 
inconsistent with the idea of hat- 
ing this present life, in an abso- 
lute sense. 

2. Another most preposterous 
misinterpretation of this text is in 
applying it to eternal life. In 
this way, He that hateth his life, 
that is eternal life, in this world 
shall keep it unto lifeeternal. Or 
paraphrased thus: He that is 
«‘ willing to be damned,” for my 
sake, the same shall be saved. 
But Christ is the Saviour of men. 
That any should be damned for 
the sake of the Saviour, much 
more that he should require a 
willingness for this, appears to be 
a solecism, too gross to be admit- 
ted. If this text is thus to be un- 
derstood, then it becomesa duty to 
hate eternal life, and onthe other 
hand, to love eternal death, so not 
only to be w illing but to wish to 
be damned; which if any one 
desire he may, without the least 
difficulty obtain what he desires, 
as he may easily pursue that 
sourse, whore consequence is dam- 
fiation. Whether this sentiment 
be scriptural or not, it 1s certain 
that it cannot be made out from 
the passage under consideration, 
asis evident from a little atten- 
tion to the context- 

3. But thereis no néed of this 
forced construction. ‘The scrip- 
tures give a more natural, as well 
2s more rational interpretation of 
this text. It appears from paral- 
lel passages, in the‘other evangel- 


ists, that our Lord was enfcrcing 
the great duty of self-denial. In 
Matthew xvi. 21, he had been 
fore shewing the necessity of his 
death, and then urges upon his 
disciples areadiness and willing- 
ness of mind to follow him, or give 
up their present life for his sake 
whea necessary. This passage is 
farther explained by a similar 
one, in Luke xiv 26. If any 
come to me and hate not his fa- 
ther and mother and wife and 
children and brethren and sisters 
yea and his own life also he can- 
not be my disciple. Now since 
farental, filial and conjugal affec- 
tion are so often and strougly en- 
joined by the inspired word, it is 
believed, that no one can consist- 
evtly understand the former clause 
of this passage, in an absolute lit- 
eral sense; for if so, then we are 
here required to extirpate those 
very affections, which, in divers 
other places, we are plainly urged 
to improve and‘cultivate. If then 
this is not to be understood of the 


former clause, no more should it 


be of the latter. It is quite ob- 
vious that the word hate is used 
in'a metaphorical sense, by way 


of comparison to express, in the 


strongest manner, that indiffer- 
ence, with which the nearest rela- 
tions, and even our own tempo- 
ral life, isto be treated when com- 
pared with our Lord and Savior. 
And when either of these come 
in competition with our duty to 
Christ, all are to be cheerfully 
sacrificed to him and _ considered 
aothing in comparison with him. 
4. In a certain sense, this pas- 
sage may be understood, as liter- 
al; and all may be required lit- 


erally to hate this present life ;- 


that ts, as it is a state of sin and 


micery. Every enjoyment has its 
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attending pain. Every respite 
from unremitting exertion is ac- 
companied with danger. These 
are circumstances, which it can- 
not be expected, will ever be sep- 
arated from this state. ‘These are 
sufficient to make the days of hu- 
man life wearisome. Every hour 
demands so much vigilanee. Ev- 
ery comfort needs to be received 
with so much jealousy, that the 
moment of enjoyment is embittet- 
éd, through the anticipation of 
succeeding grief and trial. Ih this 
world, being consigned to a state of 
fiesh and blood, we are debarred 
for the most part from the foun. 
tain of enjoyment, and that which 
is received through these shallow 
creature streams, experience 
teaches, does not possess magnet- 
ic power to attract the human 
heart to the céntre. But if any 
are brought near the source of all, 
there to “taste and see that the 
Lord is good,” yet this is a tran- 
sient blessing, which will general- 
Ty, be intimately associated with 
darkness and depression. Paul 
éxperienced the height of religious 
enjoyment, yet Paul needed the 
buffetings of satan, “lest he 
should be exalted above measure 
through the abundance of teve- 
Jations.”” Had not Paul forgot- 
ten that he was yet in the body, 
his raptures might have been tar- 
nished with the expéctation of 
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that loathsome monster spiritual 
pride, whic& would next rule in 
his soul. If Peter, when upon the 
mount he would have set up his 
tabernacle, saying ‘‘ master it is 
good to be here,” had realized 
how soon those lips; which now 
bespeak the feelings of his soul, 
must be polluted with perfidy, 
profanity and falsehood; he might 
well have mingled tears of con- 
trition with those pure and exalt- 
ed joys. If spiritual delight even 
in the holiest of men must be so 
soon succeeded by sin and spirit- 
ual depression, how much more 
should it be expectéd, that every 
other joy will be dcecormpanied 
with a sting. If sin is painful 
and hateful, then this life must 
ever be viewed an unpleasant 
state, and in this sense it is hate- 
ful, being inseparably connected 
with sin. Thtse who expect 
peace and complete contentment 
in this life must be at peace with 
sin, andcontent with a depraved 
heart. This would be impossible 
to a sanctified soul; which main- 
tains a continual warfare between 
the flesh and the spirit. He, who 
never expects deliverance from 
this conffict while here inthe bo- 
dy, will ever be impressed with the 
truth of the Apostle’s declaration, 
‘to depart and be with Christ is 
far better.” 
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Miscellany. 


ON SUPIRSTITIOUS OBSERVANCLS. 


(Concluded from page 17.) 


A pewier in the influence of 


ttars seems, at the present day, to 





be less common than formerly. 
But there afe some people, éven 
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now, who are tinctured in a de- 
gree, with such a superstition 5 : 
and imagine that a person’s tem- 
rer and disposition are affected 
by the appearance of some par- 
ticular star at his nativity; and 
that his prosperity or adversity, 
wealth or poverty, 1s controlled 
by particular planets. We have 
reason to rejoice, however, that 
the believers in such nonsense are 
become very few, and hope that 
the time is not distant when this 
species of idolatry shall be done 
away. 

There is, nevertheless, a kind 
of stars, the appearance of which 
is believed by many to forebode 
important eventsto mankind. I 
here refer to comets. Nearly 
the same opinions are entertain- 
ed of these, as of eclipses of the 
sun, and similar remarks are ap- 
plicable to both. Though com. 
éts seldom visit us, compared 
with other of the celestial bodies, 
their revolutions are stated, and 
conformed to fixed laws. IH, 
therefore, they are portentous, 
they are fixed, and established prod- 
igtes, moving* in very excentric or- 
bits about the sun, appearing = 
disappearing to us at stated i 
iervals. Such is the esis 
of making comets ominous, and 
similar will ever be the absurd- 
ity of undertaking to meddle 
with theconcerne of the Almighty, 
and making signs of future events, 
fur which he has given no war- 
rant. If in ancient times it was 
impious to prophesy without the 
Divine authority, how is it less 
presumptuous at the present day, 
to attempt the same’ thing with- 
out a hike commission? It is to 


* See die ‘scription of Cc omets In any 
treatise on Astronemy. 
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be feared that those who under- 
take to predict calamities from 
the appearance of those bodies, 
too little consider the nature of 
presumptuous sins, and too little 
think what it is to’ keep thentselves 


from idols, or, notto be wise above 


what ts written. 

But, taking our leave of the 
celestial bodies, we shall find that 
this lower creation abounds, too; 
in signs and omens, ‘The most 
trifling occurrences are convert- 
ed into tokens of approaching 
events. The crowing of a cock, 
the falling of a fire-brand, the 
particular adjustment of one’s 
garments, the appearance of an 
insect, the flight or singing ofa 
bird in particular places, are so 
many omens of something to hap- 


pen. The clicking of a poor in-: 


sect in a wall, a rumbling sound, 
especially if it be in the dark, 
or in some lonesome place, the 
premature ripening and seeding 
of certain plants, and the untime- 
ly appearance of blossoms on 
trees, are accounted as harbin- 
gers of woe. Even our volunta- 
ry acts are made to denote some 
future dispensation of Divine 
Providence. The sawing of cer- 
tain seeds, the giving or accept- 
ing of certain presents, betoken 
misfortunes and even death. Let 
none smile at this enumeration, 
nor say that I am trifting ; such 
notions are extensively current 
among us, and are even embrac- 
ed by many persons otherwise re- 
spectable for their knowledge and 
sobriety. Yes, there are persons 
who are accgunted Christians, 


who entertain such opinions, and 


gtve countenance to them, in spite 
of the instruction afforded them 
by Divine revelation, and an en- 
hiohtened state of Christiana cocic. 
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ty. Were such notions simply 
foolish, and harmless in their ten- 
dency, they might be suffered to 
pass witnout notice along with 
a multitude of other fancies which 
both originate, and end, in a dis- 
tempered imagination. But what- 
ever is not true, is false; and 
whatever 13 false in religion, de- 
tracts from the character. of God, 
casts a reproach upon the Chris- 
tian name, and is injurious to re- 
al holiness. Profane men rejoice 
at occasions to scoff at religion ; 
and never fail to turn to a bad 
account the failings of its pro- 
fessors. If wrong notions are en- 
teriained in common by profes- 
sors, and those’ who make no 
profession, the latter will be con- 
sidered and treated as deriving 
their opiniors from the former, 
who will be held accountable for 
their folly and absurdity. It is 
not enough to call notions like 
those which I have specified, un- 
grounded, and whimsical; they 
are wicked, and deserving of re- 
buke, ‘There can be no tokens 
of future events, which do not 
come from some superior Intel- 
ligence; and that Intelligence 
must be God ; whose prerogative 
it is, to reveal the secret things 
of futurity. But will the believ- 
ers in those notions ascribe such 
miserable tokens, as are at least 
a great proportion of them, to 
the Divine agency? If nak to 
what will they attribute. them ? 
To accident, or to Satan ?—Ac- 
cident is only another name for 
Divine Providence. Nota spar- 
row falls to the ground without 
our Heavenly Father’s notice ; 
and the hairs of our head: are all 
numbered. To asexibe those to- 
kens, then, to accident, is, in 
tact, to ascribe them to Omnipo- 
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tence. To ascribe them to Sa- 
tan, isto be guilty of idolatry. of 
the worst kind. It is idolatry to 
ascribe them to any cause, but 
God; and to impute them to 
Him, without warrant, is wicked 
presumption. Who, in either 
case, will dare to justify himself ; 
or think it safe to persevere in a 
course of conduct, so clearly con- 
trary to Christian knowledge, and 
Christian propriety ? 

Many persons lay great stress 
upon their dreams, as ominous of 
future good or evil. T’o inter- 
pret them, is an object of great 
solicitude ; and they have their 
C haldeans for this purpose. That 
God has manifested himself to 
men,in visions of the head by 
night, when deep sleep had fallen 
upon them, istrue; that He is 
still able to do it, if it be His pleas- 
ure, admits of no doubt. But 
will men presume to attributé 
the crazy reveries of their imagin- 
ations in their sleeping hours, to 
the sacred impulses of the Holy 
Spirit? Will they impute to the 
holy agency of Almighty God, 
those sleeping fancies that are, per- 
haps, the offspring of mere «i:- 
ease ; perhaps of sin, conceived 
in a wakeful moment? If your 
dreams have a sinful origin, they 
are, indeed, like all stas, tokens of 
impending judgment, unless a 
timely repentance mtercept it. 
It they are simply innocent, what 
evidence have you that your 
sleeping Imaginations are more 
portentous than your wakeful 
ones, except that you choose to have 
them so? Whep, where, and how, 
did the ners F ghty ever sion’ ‘fy to 
you that a dream of a particular 
cast, portended the event which 
you say is portended? Will ~~ 
answer, that you have ascertaine 





it by experience; that you had 
such adream, and such an event 
followed?” “Admitted: you too, 
did such an act, had such and 
such a thought, when you were 
awake and a certain event follow- 
ed; why do you not likewise in- 
fer, that your wakeful thoughts 
and actions, foretel what is to 
come? Out of the great variety 
of good and evil which are min- 
gled together in the cup of hu- 
man life, strange, indeed, would, 
it be, if some of the multifarious 
imaginations which attend our 
sleeping hours, would not com. 
port, in one shape or other, with 
some events of real occurrence. 
But if such a congruity should 
fail in a single instance, your sys- 
tem is overthrown ; God has giv- 
en you ne warrant to censider 
your dreams as portentous. What 
he declares, is infallible; what- 
ever sign he appoints, the thiag 
signified must, and will, take 
piace; if, then, that thing fail, it 
is certain He never instituted the 
sign. A single failure as tom- 
pletely proves this point, as an 
hundred, or as an uniform failure 
would. Now put yourselves up- 
on thinking ; how many instan- 
ces can you bring to mind of dis- 
appointment in your prophetic 
dreams? Why, then, in opposi- 
tion to reason and experience, 
without warrant from God, and 
contrary to his veracity, do you 
persist in giving to certain dreams 
a prophetic character ? They who 
profess to be Christians, should 
consider that when they counte- 
nance this idle belief in dreams 
by their own concurrence, they 
cast a Stigma upon real prophesy, 
and make ita subject of irrever- 
ence and derision to the profane. 
As for those who make no pre. 
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tensions to religion, and yet at- 
tach a prophetic character to 
their dreams, they are guilty ot 
charging God foolishly, together 
with the most irreVerent pre- 
sumption, in thus pretending that 
God should deign to hold a cor- 
respondence with them, which, we 
must suppose, He vouchsafes 
sparingly, if at all, even to angels. 
If, to avoid the sin of unholy pre- 
sumption, any should deny an in- 
tention to impute their dreams to 
Divine inspiration, they only va- 
ry, they do not avoid, their guilt. 
In that case, instead of paying an 
irreverent homage to God, they 
yield an idolatrous homage to 
something else ; that is, they yield 
itto Satan, for he thus becomes 
the object of their reverence. 
Such is the consequence of de- 
parting from truth, and giving 
admission to error. 

Mankind have always exhibit- 
ed a wonderful propensity to 
seek after divinations. A love 
of the marvellous, together with 
a curiosity to pry into future 
events, has ever been a distin- 
guishing trait in the human char- 
acter, and has led men to pursue 
very unwarrantable measures in 
order to gratify this uneasy pro- 
pensity. In this eagerness to 
know what is tocome, they often 
lose all proper respect for the Di- 
vine Being, who alone can reveal 
the secrets of futurity. The truth 
of these remarks has been already 
shown in the preceding para- 
graphs; and is still farther mani- 
fested in that fondness for fortune. 
telling, which prevails among us, 
To imnageor that God interposee 
to make known the things which 
foriunetellers pretend to disclose, 
and to make them known in such 
a manner, and by such means, ts 
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offertng an affrent to the Most 
High, ‘which, one would think, 
few could have the hardihood to 
avow. ‘l'o ascrive, however, such 
a disclosure to any other source, 
i3 to ascribe it to the prince of 
darkness; while those who do it 
thus avow, that rather than fore- 
go the indulgence of their wick- 
ed curiosity, yor inorder to ob- 
tain their desire, they will propiti- 
ate Satan, and do him homage. 
Indeed, 1 never knew a person 
who gave credit to fortunetell- 
ing, who did not attribute the 
art, in some mode or other to Sa- 


tanic agency ; and who did not, 


ifhe went so far as actually to 
consult a fortuneteller, falter in 
the apprehension that he was cor- 
responding with the powers of 
darkness. A professed fortune- 
teller is alwfays, I believe, consid- 
ered by those who consult him, 
asa sort of wizard ; as one famil- 
iar with wicked spirits; and the 
more he ts distin —— in his art, 
the more he has this repute, 
They who consult bis then, 
must be considered as doing rev- 
erence to Satan; as doing ti wit- 
ene and without regarding 
e di:pleasure of the Almighty. 
W h. it greater affront can they cf- 
fer to the Most High: what great- 
er treason can they commit a- 
gainst Him? 
supposing that any power be- 
sides the Almighty can reveal 
future events, is lost and swallow- 
ei up, inthe daring and presump- 
tuous wickednesscf thus transfer- 
ring their allegiance from Him, 
to Satan. How did Saul sin in 
resorting to those vho had fa- 
rmuliar spirits! And wherein did 
his sa differ from theirs, who re. 
sort to to agent with the full 
en their minds that 
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The absuraity ot 


Obscrvances. cs, 


they are holding ay intercourse 
with the spirits of darkness ? With 
what less are they chargeable than 
resorting to Satan for that which 
they dare not ask of the Al- 
mighty ; or which, if asked, they 
believe that He will refuse ! 
Perhaps some may think, that 
these remarks apply to no individ- 
als among us, and are, therefore, 
gratuitous. The writer could 
wish that the cave were so; but 
facts abundantly justify what he 
has written. There is scarce a 
town in the country where a for- 
tuneteller would not find employ- 
ment, should he appear and make 
known his errand ; not indeed by 
the great body of the people, but 
such a portion of them as always 
seek to gratify their idle curiosi- 
ty, respect what it may, at the 
expense of every virtuous consid- 
eration. Persons moving in the 
higher circles of gentility and 
fashicn, or the writer is greatly 
mizinformed, have not scrupled 
toapply to one of tho%e micera- 
ble fortunetellirg wretches; and 
so bent have they been upon this 
darling cbject, as to set the laws 
of commoi cecency at defiance. 
How often dces the same disposi- 
tin manifest itself over a cup of 
tea, ora pack of cards! In vari- 
aus ways is the same propen sity 
nursed and Kept alive, to the dis- 
erace of society, and the reprvach 
of the Christian name. Such 
things ought net tobe. Itisa 
time when every th'ng sacred de- 
mands that we detach ourselves 
from the worship of the god of 
this world, and worship Him, and 
Him oniy, who made heaven and 
earth. While we are attempting, 
in this land, to overthrow idola- 
try in distant countries, let us 


tuke good heed that no root of 
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paganism remain at home. Our 
‘own reformation should he thor- 
ough, and coextensive with our 
offences. No sin is so small as 
not to need forgiveness ; and none 
so covert, as to escape the detec- 
tion of Omniscience. 

The writer makes no apology 
for the remarks which he has 
made, nor for the length to which 
he has protracted them. He 
deems the several topics upon 
which he has touched sufficiently 
important to merit a public expo- 
sure of this kind. Other notions 
and practices similar in character 
to those mentioned, might have 
been brought into view; but as 
what has been written may, with 
litile variation, be applied to them 
likewise, it is judged proper to 
leave them without further anim- 
adversion. Little children keep ycur- 
selves from idols, is the language of 
an apostle; a multitude of facts 
tend to show the propriety of the 
injunction at the present time ; 
and however habit may have ren- 
dered it ebsolete with some, it 
still stands on record for their ad- 
monition, and thus will stand to 
the end of the world. 


Pan, 


COMPARISONS. 


To make my situation more 
pleasant, in this meditation, let 
merun a comparison between 
the sea.life, and the Christian life, 
which is properly called a war- 
fare. 

1. Then, we embark all in one 
common cause; so have alli 
Christians one interest. 

2. We leave our own country, 
our friends, and our native land ; 
so mast every Christiwm, so must 


the church forget her father’s 
house, and her own people. 

3. Sometimes we enter intO the 
public service against the opinion 
and inclination of our nearest 
friends; so sometimes, in becom- 
ing disciples of Jesus, we must 
deny our nearest connections, and 
dearest friends. 

4. We do not entangle our- 
selves with the affairs of the land, 
as we belong to the sea; SO must 
the saint not entangle himself in 
the affairs of this life, that he may 
please Him who hath chosen him 
to be a spiritual soldier. 

5. Weare ail maintained at 
the public expense; so are all 
Christians by the throne of Heav. 
en. 

6. We undergo a great change 
of life when we forsake the land, 
and dwell on the ocean; but they 
share in a greater change, who 
are translated from darkness into 
light, from the power of satan, to 
the living God. 

7. Our way of walking muse 
be changed, else we shall have 
many a fall on the deck; so 
Christians must not walk as other 
men, else, they shall not keep the 
path of life. 

8. Our food must be clianged, 
and adapted to our way of life ; 
so must Christians live as well as 
walk by faith, and feed on heav- 
enly food, 

9. Onr provisions must be of 
such a nature as to keep long, 
free of putrefaction, ard answer 
in every climate; ‘o must the 
saint feed cn Jesus, the bread of 
hfe, who can nourish in every 
condition below. 

10. We must forego our easy 
life, and expect to be washed by 
the briny wave, and beaten by 
the storm; so Christians must 
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notexpect to loll in the lap of 
pleasure ina world where they 
are to have tribulation and pain. 

11, We must keep continual 
watch fore and aft the ship, and 
the crew dare never all sleep at 
once; 80 must the Christian 
watch continually, watch unto all 
~— er, and be ever on his guard, 

Our very dialect distin- 
osu us from the inhabitants 
on land ; so should the Christian 
be known from the men of the 
world, by his innocent, useful, ed- 
ifying, and religious discourse, 
i oe always with discretion. 

13. Wehave a discipline pe- 
culiar to ourselves, and pretty se- 
vere ; so has the Christian church 
from her Lord a government and 
discipline which none can alter 
or abrogate. 

14. We must not expect to 
quit the tempestuous element till 
the war be finished, and peace 
proclaimed; so the Christian 
needs not expect to be seprngegen 
from troubie and turmoil till the 
the spiritual war is ended, and 
eternal peace brought in. 

15. We must always be ready 
to engage the enemy, as we know 
not when we may meet, and 
chat th we Mut ight ; so the 
Christian, being in the midst of 
his enemies, must always be rea- 
dy forthe battle. 

(6. We are provided with 
arms and ammunition for the day 
of battle at our country’s cost ; so 
is every saint with the whole ar- 
mour cf God. 

in Sometims an engagement 
at sea is Made more dreadtul by 
the darkness of the nig ht; sO 
sometimes, in the dz arkness ot de- 
sertion, the samt is surrounded 
with all his crue! foes- 

18, Wemust tsht before we 
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‘get the victory; so must the 


Christian conquer ere he_ obtain 
the crown. 

19. Weare provided with men 
of the healing art to give assist- 
ance to the wounded and diseas- 
ed; so havethe saints a tender- 
hearted Physician, who binds up 
the broken heart, cures the pain- 
ful wound, and pours in the heal. 
ing balm. 

ZO. We have a stevard who 
gives us our provisions daily, and 
not all at once, yet we have no 
uneasiness, knowing there is plen- 
ty under his hand, and that he 
has orders not to let us starve; 
so the saints, either in respect of 
spiritual provison, or daily bread, 
need never be disquieted for futu- 
rity, since Jesus is appointed of 
the Father, asteward to all the 
children of God, since all the 
fulness of the Godhead is treasur- 
ed up in him for their supply, 
and since, to their unspeakable 
profit, all their provision, of one 
or other kind, is not given to 
them at once, but kepe in his 
hand. 

21. We have persons among 
us of all nations, English, Scotr, 
Irish, Dutch, Swedes, Danes, 
French, Spaniards, Germans, 
Swiss, Italians, Russians, Indians, 
&c. of ail dispositions, of all em- 
ploy ments, and of all ages ; sothe 
Catholic Church is composed of 
all nations, people, and langua- 
ges, and of young and old. 

92. Weare appareled in a dif- 
ferent manner from the men on 
land ; so Christians are covered, 
both wih the justifying right- 
eousness of Christ, and with the 

righteousness of saints 

“23. Othcers, men, boys, are al- 
lowed the same quantity of pro- 
visions inthe same time; so the 












































































fulness of the covenant, the fat- 
ness of God’s house, is alike free 
to all the members of Christ. 

24. We have several officers 
here, without whom we could 
not be governed ; so in the church 
there are officers for the govern- 
ment of the whole body. 

25. We are in the midst of 
dangers, and yet are preserved ; 
so the church, like a lilly among 
thorns, grows and is not choak- 
ed; isa bush burning, but not 
consumed ; sometimes persecuted 
of men, but never forsaken of 
God. 

96. In a voyage, or on a ertise; 
we are cut off from all the world, 
and have no communication with 
any ; so the church and the peo- 
ple of God shall dwell alone, not 
mingle with the people, nor be 
reckoned among the nations. 

27. Every loss we sustain in 
an engagement is borne by gov. 
ernment; bat when we conquer, 
we divide the spoil, and share the 
prize-money among us; so God 
supports his people in their spirit- 
ual warfare, makes up every loss, 
enriches them with the spiols of 
their enemies, and at last puts 
palms in their hands, and crowns 
on their heads. } 

28. When the war is ended, 
and peace restored, wefetire with 
all our acquisitions, toxreceive 
the congratulations of our friends, 
and enjoy ourselves in peace and 
tranquility as long as we shall 
live; even so, at death we tram- 
ple on our last enemy, quit the 
field with triumph, go to the 
blessed society of saints and an- 
gels, receive a crown of immortal 
glory, and are happy beyond ex- 
pression, beyond conception, in 


the enjoyment, of God and the 


Lamb for evermore. 
Meikie’s Traveller. 
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ON SHIPS MISTAKING ONE AN- 
OTHER. 


How often on the ocean do we 
prepare to fight a friend! Wher- 
ever we see a Strange Sail that 
belongs not to our fleet or squad- 
ron, we look upon her as an _ ene- 
my, and so give chase, bring to, 
and speak with her. When we 
learn that she is out on the same 
errand, to distress the common 
foe, and by the same authority, 
at last our preparation for an en- 
gagement issues in an agreeable 
beguile. But at other times we 
are still more unhappy, while in 
the dark night, and not attending 
to, or understanding each other’s 
signals, we think we have found 
our enemy, and so fire upon one 
another. When the morning 
light, or some other means, unde- 
ceive us, we feel in the most ex- 
quisite manner for our mistake ; 
though the country has made pro- 
vision for the friends of the un- 
happy sufferers if they die, or the 
sufferers themselves if rendered 
lame, by engaging one another 
through mistake. 

Even So is the case often among 


the saints and churches of God... 


Contests come between the best of 
men, and sometimes about the 
smallest matters. Pauland Barna- 
bas are so hot about their com- 
panion, that they part company ; 
and to this day the teachers of 
the good knowledge of God can 
fall out about a word, though 
they own one Lord, one faith, 
one baptism, and subscribe one 
creed. Then, from these differen- 
ces, we apprehend one another to 
be enemies ; and, giving ground 
to our apprehensions, we begin to 
treat each other as enemies to the 
truth, and tothe King of Zion, 
to the injury of the common cate 
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of religion, and the hurt of the 
loyal subjects of Heaven. 

Such indeed are the trials. of 
the saints and church in their mil- 
itant state, such are the calami- 
ties that are contingent to lier in 
these days of darkness, and on 
this sea of trouble; but when 
they come to speak mouth to 
mouth, and to see eye to eye in 
= light of glory, they shall be 
ailone. We should indeed con- 
tend for the truth with a zeal and 
concern dueé'to its divinity, but 
with a tenderness and sympathy 
which cur present imperfection 
pleads for. Weshould love the 
‘truth dearly, but yet rather pity 
than despise those that depart 
from some points which we count 
truth. We should not seli the 
truth to buy friends, to make a 
party, or gain numbers to our 
side ; but we should forego our 
own humors, that the truth by 
us get not a wound. We had 
sometimes better employ our 
time in prayerto God, to turn 
them from the error of their way, 
than show our parts and our 
épleen, in proving them to be 
evitting/y blind, and to have qwi/- 
fully evred. We should do ail 
things, except wound the truth, 
t) make all meg one in the trath ; 
znd when differences are done 
away, personal affronts shou'd 
never stand in the way of recon- 
ciation. How deplorable would 
it be, if my hands, instead of be- 
ing a mutual help, should scratch 
and tear one another ; if my feet 
instead of bearing me cu 
way, should stand still to kick 
ene another! and much 
worse is it for saints, who are the 
spiritual members of Christ, the 
living head, to bite and devour 

ene another; but this is owing to 
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the remains of cAf1ru ption 1 
them; and perfect peace is re- 
served for the state of highest per- 
fection. 

Now, asit is only at sea, and 
under the gloom cf night, that 
we are like to make mistakes, for 
when we come into harbour, and 
enjoy the noon-day beam,. we 
have no doubt of one another, 
but know that we are all the citi- 
zens of one country,engaged in one 
cause, and combined againt the 
common enemy; so itis only in 
this vale of tears, this day of thick 
Carkness, that we cannot under- 
stand one another, but are ready, 
like the officious disciples, to for- 
bid them that follow not with us 
in all things; though they be the 
servants of Christ. But when 
the warfare is finished, and the 
saints assembled before the throne 
of God and the Lamb, all wrong 
views, jarring opinions, discord- 
ance and difference, shall be done 
away for ever; inview of which 
eternal tranquility we must com- 
fort ourselves under the disagree- 
able occurrences of this trouble- 
some life, where we not only must 
fight with foes, but fall out with 
dearest friends, and differ with 
our own selves. tlid. 
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RosttTra—a fragment. 


“For thine is the kingdom 
and the power, and the glory, for 
ever.’— The doctrimfe contained 
in these words is my consolation, 
in all my trials and afflictions, and 
in all the apparently dark scenes 
of providence which I am éalled 
t? experience, said a minister of 
Jesus, one day, as he sat serious- 
ly conversing with the pious Ro- 
setia zpon the kingdom and gic- 
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+7 of God —My anthem of praise 


is, * The Lord reigneth, let the 
earth rejoice.” Tor when “clouds 
and darkness are round about 
him” in any of the dispensations 
of his providence, then, even then, 
* righteousness and judgment are 
the habitation of histhrone.”? In 
all things Godisabove us. His 
ways are not our ways, nor his 
thoughts our thoughts. Chris- 
tians are too apt to forget this pe- 
culiarly corhforting doctrine, so 
fully expressed in the humble 
form of prayer, which our bless. 
ed Redeemer has left on sacred 
record, for their use, to the end 
of the world.—How strange it is! 
Answered Rosetta,—-I have tho’t 
of itmany times,—how strange 
it is, thatI was ever brought to 
join with you in the worship of 
God! My parents were of a dif- 
ferent denomination. I knewit 
would be agreeable to them, to 
join with them, in pain wor- 
ship, and embrace their tenets ; 
and I wished to please them. I 
was afraid to ask their consent to 
join the church under your care, 
lest 1 should offend them. But 
my heart was Alled with joy, when 
wtpon Mr ’sasking, for me, 
their consent, in this interestiag 
point, they sofreely gave it. [t 
Was a great trial to me, to let 
them know the feelings of my 
heart, and how much I desired to 
yoin with the people of God. un- 
der yourcare. But my burden 





was greatly lightened when L 


fhade knownto them all that I 
bad experienced in my soul, and 
found them so far from censuring 
me as to acknowledge what I bad 


exoerierced might bea work of 
G indeed, Sir, how strange. 
tis, that lL never was awakened: 


fecuinge eense’ of my de- 
. 
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plorable state, as a depraved, guile 
ty, miserable sinner ! For a long 
time, I had almost wholly neg- 
lected the pubhe worship of God. 
I felt no desire to attend it on 
the sabbath. JI was stupid and 
greatly hardened in carnal securi- 
y- Itwasthe conference meet. 
ings in this neighborhood, which 
first awakened my attention to 
the soul humbling doctrines of re- 
ligion. I feel that I have great 
reason to bless God, for the aps 
pointment of them. I cannot but 


hope, they were blessed by him, 


as the means of bringing me out 
of the darkness of my former 
hardened state into the marvel- 
lous light of his gracious king- 
dom.—Weil then replied the 
clergyman, you see, from this 
course of providence, how evi- 


dent God has made it appear that. 
the kingdom of the whole world — 


ishis. In this, yousee, how all 
these things have taken place, 
and worked together for your 


spiritual good according to his’ 
ordering and purpose; and to 
all appearance, amony other. 


things, for ithe express end of 


making you an heir of his grae. 
Had not God’ 
ordained these thing s—had he not’ 


cious kingdom. 


purposed, in this way, to convince 


you of sin, and bring you to re. 


pentance, would you not have 


still lived and died in your sins ¥ 
What makes alt these things,’ 


when laid together, appear so 
wonderful to you is, because it 
has been from first to last the 
planning and governing provi- 
dence of God, and not a scheme 
of your own concerting. Your 
ways and your thoughts were 
differ rent, and would have still re- 
mained so, had not aa holy God 
njercifally appeared in drawing 
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your attention to the great things 
of his kingdom. —Wi hen, there- 
fore, you put the question to your 
own heart, how 13 it to be ac- 
counted for, that IT have bee 

brought to such an humbling 
sense of my sins, and to such a 
sweet enjoyment of God? This is 
the proper answer, * For thine is 
the kingdom,” O my God. My 
change of life is to be considered, 
wholly as the happy effect of thy 
merciful, governing providence. 
Left to myself, inconsiderate and 
hardened in sin, without the bles- 
sing of thete gracious means, I 
should have perished forever in 
ny sins.— Flow strange it is, con- 
tinued Rosetta, that I have lived 
so long inthe world, and never 
have had any proper sense of the 
evil of sin, or of the glory of God, 
till the late revival of religion a- 
mong us! I frequently think of 
it with astonishment. How blind 
T have been to all that is beauti- 
fuland glorious! How deaf to 
the voice of the charmer, who so 
affectionately proclait med love 
and good will to the souls of per- 
ishing sinners! How sensible of 
the ail. subduing power, ¢weetness 
and glory, of divine peace 1_-Ovn, 
how pow erful is theworkof God! 
I shall never forgetthe memora- 
ble time, when God impressed up- 
on my her rt such a deep 


the greatness of my cins, 


sense ¢ 
id o 


Wi rach, as reveate 
from heaven «aw Ainst all un 
ness. blow hkxea criminal 1 then 
felt. Guilty, selfcondemned, 
my mouth was stopped, and | had 
nothing to say for miyself, Lan- 
guage can but feebly describe 
the ancuish of my soul, till, at 
lenoth, my mind was in the most 
surprising manner brought to sub- 
mit te God ;. and suddenly m- 
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mer 
pressed with a delightful view of 
his great goodness ‘and forgiving 
vigeehtk through the Lord Jesus. 
And then, Mis memorable the 
change! ‘Then, my mind was fil- 
led with inexpressible joy and _ re- 
joicing ir God. ‘lhen, I seemed 
to be in a new world, so different 
did every thing appear, as flow- 
ing from the goodness of God. 
O! How could I sin as I have 
done against a God of such infi- 
nite goodness! O! How vile [ 
felt before God, asa sinner dread- 
fully guilty, and unworthy of his 
notice! And yet, I felt uns peak- 
ably happy in praising him, asan 
holy and righteous God. ‘The 
sorrows of repentance were sweet- 
ly mingled in the cup of the most 
refreshing joys. When I think 
of all these things, and the sveet 
enjoyment I have since found in 
waiting upon God in the private 
and public duties of re i 
cannot but think it strange, that 
I should have spent so many 
years of my life, in a lamentable 
forgetfulness of God, insensible ot 
the great evil of sin, anda stran- 
ger to the refreshing joys of reli- 
gion —In all this, replied th 
cle1 rgyman, we may learn the 
greatness of divine power in the 
regeneration of the sianer. * For 
thine is the kingdom, 
* Tis the power of God 
which delivers his chosen one: 
not only from penal evil; buc 
fromthe sad corruption of moral 
evil. He redeems irom 
siege ks open the pri 
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power, 


captivity, 
son doors, and 
anoints with the oil of joy, the 
humble mournersin Zion. Hie 
not only hath a kinedom to be- 
stow ; but power to bestow it Up- 
on wh 10m he will, in sucha divine 
manner, as to make _the happy 
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subject cordially wi ing to re- 











ceive it, and as readily to ac- 
knowledge the everlasting debt 
of gt ratitude, which is due, in re- 
turn. After admitting the de- 
pravity of your own heart and 
your past inattention tothe du- 
ties of religion, the grand reason 
why you never, before, had any 
proper sense of the great evil of 
sin, nor any knowledge of the 
soul-refreshing joys of religion is, 
because, till then, God never set 
his word home upon your heart 
with power. ‘That was to you 
the happy day of his power. It 
was then that he hopefuily gave 
you power to become a child of 
God. As it is written, “ As ma- 
ny as received him, to them gave 
he power to become the sons of 
God, even to them that believe 
on his name, which were born, 
not of blood, nor of the will of 
the flesh, nor of the will of man 
but of God.”,——When God open- 
ed your eyes to see the greatness 
of his power and glorious majes- 
ty, how was you struck dumb be. 
forehim ! How did you tremble, 
at the thought of the great day 
of his wrath! And when you felt 
the stroke of the al,zighty power 
of his grace, like the hammer 
breaking the hard rock in pieces, 
how sweetly did your heart yield 
in the humblest submission before 
him! It was this divine change, 
which first gave you a true sense 
of the loathsome evil of sin, and 


which laid a foundation in your: 


_ soul for such ineffable and eternal 
joy in God. You are, therefore, 
wholly indebted to the mighty 
power of God, for this deliver- 
ance from the darkness of sin, and 
tor all your rejoicing in the pure 
and sc refreshing light of the 
go pel. 

How strange itis! said Ro- 
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cetta, 1a the most humble and un- 
affected manner, more than two 
years after obtaining a hope of 
having experienced regeneration, 
that I have lived so long, in such 
an high enjoyment of the presence 
of God and the sweet consola- 
tions of religion. While 1 feel 
my own imperfections, and my 
continual need of divine help to 
preserve me from innumerable 
sins, I cannot be sufficiently thank- 
ful for the manner, in which I 
have hitherto been permitted to 
enjoy the light of God’s counte- 
nance, and to reap continual 
pleasure in the fruiiful fields of 
his holy kingdom. I can truly 
say, Ido not feel any weariness 
in public warship, nor in any of 
the other duties of religion. Mas 
ny people, once said, wait a lit. 
tle while, and all this engaged- 
ness in religion will be at an end. 
©! how little did they know of 
the power of religion! What 
strangers were they to its ever re- 
freshing joys! If I know mine 
own heart, I still hunger and 
thirst after righteousness. I still 
love the gospel and ordinances of 
Christ, and have the same ear- 
nest desire, on the sabbath, to 
waitupon God in his house for 
divine instruction, as I then had, 
I seem to enjoy the happy feel- 
ings of David, where, he says, 
** The Lord is my light, and my 
calvation; whom shall I fear? 
The Lord is the strength of my 
life, of whom shallI be afraid? 
One thing have I desired of the 
Lord, that will I seek after ; that 
I may dwellinthe house of the 
Lord, all the days of my life, to 
behold the beauty of the Lord, 
and to inquire in his temple.” 
When I reflect upon my unwor- 
thine:ss,;—what Lam and what I 
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have been I feel wholly undeserv- 
isg of such yreat mercies. I can- 
not be sufficiently thankful for 
them. I feel my indebtedness to 
the grace of God for all my spir- 
itual enjoyments —Right, replied 
the clergyman. Man, left to him- 
self, has nothirg to glory in. 
What is man, that he should he 
clean. who drinketh iniquity like 
water?) Behold, God purteth no 
trust in his saints; yea, the heav- 
ens are not clean in his sight. 
Were all the Christian’s light, 
and comfort, and spiritual rejoic- 
ing whoiiy dependent on the per- 
fection of his obedience, as the 
meritorious cause, miserable in- 
deed, would he be in this life. 
Por, how many are our failings ! 
How imperfect are ovr best ser- 
vices! How many things have 
we done which we ought not to 
have dure! How little, of what 
might have been done, have we 
done, towards building up God’s 
kingdom inthe world! Ie will, 
therefore, always bea matter of 
admiration to every real Chris- 
tian, when he seriously thinks of 
hi- own vileness and imperfection 
in Lolimess, to realize the datiy 
mercies of God to his soul. ‘The 
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more carcful he is to search the 
scriptures, and to examine his 
own heart, in the matter, the 
more deeply will he be humbled 
before God—the more will he be 
convinced of his own unworthi- . 
ness, andthat all the slory of his 
salvation from first to last belongs 
to God. This view of things pre- 
pares a failen creature under- 
standingly and feelingly to make 
use of these very instructive ex- 
pressions, in the prayer enjoined 
by our Lord, “For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory torever ;” and to give his 
hearty consent to them, by say- 
ing, **Amen.” Sobeit. Now, 
I teel and know this to be true by 
experience. Not only the king- 
dom, and the power, but the glory 
too is forever the Lord’s, accor- 
ding to the sone of the pious 
psalmist, “ Ye that fear the Lord, 
trust inthe Lord: he is their 
help and their shicld. He will 
bless them that fear the Lord, 
both small and great. Not unto 
us, O Lord, not unto us, but un- 
to thy name give glory. for thy 
mercy, and for thy truih’s sake.” 
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CRS FOR FOKLIGN MISSIONS. 


Tue annual mecting of the Ameri. 
ean Board of Commissioners for For- 
cign Missions was heid at the house 
of Me Henry Hudson, in Hartford, on 
Wednesday and Thursday the 16h 
und 2th davs of Sepiember, 1512; 

Present, 
Cen JeEnvipraAn NuNTINGTON, 


. $ oan ° ai e ,ar ¥ ; 7 
tion Joun besa vwerr, Liq. LL. De 


Rev. Joseru LYMAN, D D. 

Rev. TimotHyY DwiGur, v- dD. LL.D. 

Rev. SAMUEL SPRING, D. D. 

lion. Joun Hooker, Esq. 

Rev. Jeptpran Monse, ov. vo. 

Nev. CALVIN CHAPIN, 

Rev. SAMUEL WORCESTER, D. D.* 
* iis Honor Wiillam Philhgs, Escs 

and Wilitam Bartlet, Esq. were prc 

venied attending the meéung. 
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The meeting was opened with pray- 
er by the Rev. Dr. Dwight. 

During the session the following 
gonilemen were unanimously elected 
yuembers of the Board. viz. the Hon. 
Jéin Lattdon, Esq. and the Rev. Seth 
Payson, Lb. D. of New-Hampshire, the 
Rev. Henry Davis, D. D. of Vermont, 
Jeremiah Evarts, Esq. of Massachu- 
setts, his Excellency William Jones, 
sg of Rhode Island, the Hon. John 
Jay, Esq LL. D. the Rev. Samuel Mil- 
ler, D. D the Hon, Egbert Benson, 
Esq. LU. D. and the Rev Ehphalet 
Nott, D.bD. cf New-York, the Hon. 
Elias Boudin %, Esq. LL D.and the 
Rev. Jumes Hichards of New-Jersey, 
and the Rev Ashbel Green, D. D. and 
Roborit Ralston, Esq. of Pennsylvania. 


The fullowing gentlemen were elect- 
ed officcrs of whe Board, viz. 

The Hon. Joun TreapweE.t, Esq, 
Li. vo President. 

The Rev. SaAyvEL SPRING, D. D. 
Vice President. 

Winizan Barter, Esq. Rev. 
SamMveEL Sprixc, vp. vw Rev. Samu- 
BEL WorRSEsrER, D.D. JEREMIAH 
Evarrs, Esq, Pridential Committee. 

Rev. SamcEt Worcesrer, od. D. 
Corresponding Secretary. 

Rev, Carvin Cuarin, Recording 
Secretary 

Jeremrau Evarrs, Esq. Treasue 


Samvey, H. WaLcey, Esq. 2udit- 


The Treasurer’s Accounts were 
exhibited. Mr. Goodale, the late Aue 
ditor, having removed to a distant part 
o the country, these accounts could 
not be audited before the meeting of 
the Board, but were referred to the 
present Auditor. 

The Rev. Dr. Morse, the Rev. Dr. 
Worcester, and Mr. Evaris, were ap- 
pointed a committee to prepare and 
ublislt an address to the public on be- 
Patt of the Board. 

Voted, that the Prudential Commit- 
tee pay an immediate and particular 
aticntion to.tye circulation of the Hoe 
ly Scriptures in the various languages 
ot the unevangelized nations; end 
that, as soon asexpedient, they expend 
upon this subject us much at least of 
the funds of the Buard as the viet of 
mncorporation requires. 


The report of the Prudential Come 
mittee was read and accepted 

The instructions of the Prudential 
Committce to the Missionaries, who 
lately sarled for India under the direc- 
tion of the Board, were read and ap- 
proved. 

Voted, That the Prudential Commit+ 
tee annually transmit a copy of the re- 
port of the doings of this Bourd to the 
General Association of New-Hamp- 
shire, the General Convention of Con- 
greeational and Presbyterian ministers 
in Vermont, the General Association 
of Massachusetts Proper, the General 
Association of Connecticut, and the 
General Assembly of the Presbyicriau 
Church in the United States. 

Voted, That the Treasurer be re- 
quested to return the thanks of this 
Soard, as far as practicable, to all those 
who have heretufore contributed for 
the purposes of the imstitution. 

Voted, That the Hon. John Hooker, 
E-q. and the Rev. Dr. Lyman be acom- 
mittee to procure the printing, in the 
Iroquois language, of such Christian 
writings as in their judgment may be 
expedient for the use of the Ivequois 
Indians; and that they distribute them 
according to their discretion. 

Voted, That the Tieasurer give 
bond to the Board for the tuithful dis- 
charge of the dutics of his office, in 
the sum of twenty thousand doilars, 
with sufficient surctics, to be ap- 
proved by the major part of the Pru- 
dential Committee. 

Yoted, That this Board will reccive 
Mr- Eleazer Williams under their 
patronage, and sup. ort him in con- 
pleting his education for the ministry; 
provided, he shail consent to submit 
liimself to the direction ot the Board. 

Voted, That the President of this 
Board, the Rev. Dr. Lymun, and the 
Rev. Mr. Chapin, be a committce to 
consider, and report upon, that part of 
the repor: of the Prudential Commit- 
tee, which regards an intercourse be- 
tween this board and the Auxillary 
Foreign Mission Socicties. 

The Editor of the Panoplist, made 
a written proposition to the Board ts 
the following cfiect;-That ail the 
profi:s of that publication, after a rea- 
sonabie allowance tor his seivices as 
Editor shall have been dedticted, be 
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devoted to the promotion of the inis- 
siomary Cause undcr the direction of 
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5B Report of the Prudential Commititec. TEs. 


this Board; and that the amount of 


guch reasonab!e allowance be fixed, at 
the ciose of each volume, by a com- 
mittee mutually agreed upon between 
himself and the Board. This arrange. 
nent 0 commence with the next vol- 
ume,* should the woik be continued 
as usual. 

‘fo prevent misconception, it was 
expressly stated, that the Mditor did 
not Wish to have such an arranzenient 
considered as an approbstion of the 
P.nonlist on the part of the Board, or 
zy connecting the Board in any man- 
ner with that work; but simply as a 
method mutually agreed upon to find 
What are the real profits of ‘the pubili- 
cation. 

Tt was also stated, that it shall al- 
ways be im the power of the comimit- 
tee to designate the specific objects to 
which said profits shall be apphied, 
and which shall alwavs be such us said 
eommiiitee shall judge to be peculiar- 
ly important to the missionary cause. 

The foregoing proposition was ac- 
cepicd, and the fuilowing gentlemen 
were mutually agreed upon as tlic 
Committce, viz. the Rev. Joshua 
Huntington of Boston, the Rev John 
Codmen of Dorchester, Dr. Reuven 
oe Viussey of Salem, Henry Gray, Esq. 

f Boston, and the Rev. Moses Stuart 
Fedeon yy in the Theological Scimina- 
ry at Andover 

Voted, That the Treasurer loan or 
invest the moncy in the Treasury, or 
sich part of itas may be judged expe- 
dient, with the concurrence and under 
the direction of the Prudential! Com- 


Militee. 

Voted, t the next annual meet- 
Inc of the Board be held at Concert 
fiaull in Boston,on the third Wednes- 
gay of September, 1013, at 10 o'clock, 
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oy. President Dwight was ap- 
Pp inted to preach on the occasion; 
and the Rev. Mr. Chapin was xppuint- 
ed his substitute. 

Voted, That the President and the 
Recording Secretary present the thanks 
of this Boardto Mr, Henry Hudson 
or his regard to the cause 
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of Foreign Missions manifested by 


the very hospitable and generous man- 
ner in which he has provided: forthe 
members during the present session. 

The session was closed with prayer 
by the Vice-President. 


The forcgoing account of the pro- 
ceedings ef the Board was, in conse 
quence of their diuvection, compiled by 
the Prudential Committee fiom the 
minutes of the Recording Secretary. 

‘hhe Rev. Dr. Strong, ot i arttord, 
waited on the Board the first day of 
the ses: 310, and politely golnn rittec | to 
their disposal more th ‘an six hundied 
dollars, subseribed on papers issued 
by him, for the enceuragement of the 
Eastern Translations. The exact sum 
will be published among tie donations 
When remitted. 


Phe Annual Report of the Prudenti«a 


Committee ef the eden yican Bourd of 


Cunmissiane fir E Foreign Missions. 

With high sensibilitv, and with 
lively gra ititude to the Redeemer and 
King oi Zon, the Prudential Conmit- 
tee ofthe Anicrican Board of Commnis- 
sioners for Foreign Missions mect 
their Brethven on the present occasion, 
aid muke their annual Report. 

The purposes ot the Board, distinct- 
ly expressed at the last meeting, it 
lias been the desie, and eadeavor of 
the Committce to carry imto effect as 
early, and to as great an extent, as 
preciicable. As soon as convenient, 
ait address to the public on the sub- 


ject of missions to the heathen was 


prepered and printed, and care was 
takin to give it an extensive and efir- 
cxeious circulation. In the separate 
sect, and in the Panoplist and Mis- 
sionary Magazine, it has found access 
to the ditferent parts of our country; 

and ther@ is reason.to believe that its 
effect, in exciting attention to its great 
object, and in awakening and spread- 

ing the missionary spirit, bas been 
verv considerable. The Committee, 
however, could not entirely rely on 
the address or any other means which 
had been put in operation, fur the im- 
mediate and f ner manent s supp)y of funds 
requisite to answer their wishes and 
tose of the . Bi gard. Four se 
ries were W $e and had long bee 
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to be sent out with the everlasting 


Gospel to the serishing millions of the 
East; and the Committee were ear- 
nestiy desirous to relieve their impa- 
tience, and to embrace the earliest 

opportunity for conveying them to the 
destined field of their labors. But for 
this purpose thousands of dollars were 
wanting. 

Wien contemplating possible way: 
and means, no plan presented atself io 
the Committee as more eligible, than 
to institute in the principal towns in 
New-England and in other states, as 
faras practicable, societies auxiliary 
to this Board, and whose special busi- 
ness should be to aid in procuring 
funds. This plan, twas hoped, would 
bring immediate help in the existing 
exigency, combine extensively the w- 
fluences of the friends of missions, 
give increase md efficiency to the mis- 
sionary spirit, and open durable sour- 
ees of supply to the treasury. The 
plan was adopted early in the winter. 
Mr. John Frost, a licentiate preacher, 
in whom the Committee had great 
confidence, was appointed an agent, 

and invested with a commission to as- 
sist In carrying it mito execution; and 
the success has exceeded the most san- 
muine expectations. About twenty 
societies have been formed ; more 
than four thousand dollars have been 
remitted from them to the treasury ; 

and the annual subscriptions in them, 
though they cannot be accurately es- 
timated at present, amount toa very 
considerable sum. These societies 
cannot but be regarded as vastly im- 
portant to the general concern, and as 
claim: ng very particular attention; 
und the Ce ommittce would re spectful- 
v stbmit, whether some measures 
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should not be adopted to —— to 
animate, and to strengthen them; and 
to establish between them we this 
Board a regular and pormanent inter- 
eoturse. 
Though t] 
desirous to be in a state of preparation 
to send out the waiting missionaries 


ky i} » Bead ee es pane ; 
by the first conveyance ; yet, such 


rei’ 


ie Committee were very 


were the commercial enidarvassments, 
noe mite expec tation was ent ertained, 
an He who es pag times welt < 
seasons in his hands. and whose, espe- 
cially, is the mission: wy Cuuse, knew 
the day and the hour. In the latter 
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part of January, Messrs. Newell and 
Hall, the two missionary brethren, 
who had resided for some time at Phi- 
ladelnhia on account of the medical 
advanit ages there enjoyed, returned 
in h aste with the intelligence , thata 
ship called the Harmony was ’ shortly 
to sailfrom that port for Calcutta, and 
would affurd accommodations for the 
missionaries, This return was by the 
particular advice of Robert Ralston, 
Esq. a name well known, and greatly 
endeared to the friends of missions, in 
Europe and India, as well as in this 
country; and from him they brought 
a letter presenting the opportunity in 
avery favorable light, and kindly of. 
fering assurances of his attention and 
aid. The Committee immediately 
met, and the moment was an impor- 
tant one. The Harmony was to sai! 
in about a fortnight; if that oppertu- 
nity were not embraced, it couid not 
be foreseen when another would cc- 
cur; but the funds thenat the dispos- 
al of the Committee did not excecd 
twelve hundred dollars. After seri< 
ous deliberaticn, however, the Com- 
mittee were impressed with the per= 
suasion that(Divine Providence called 
for an immediate and great effort; and 
they resolved to send out we four mis- 

sionaries by the Harmony, and took 
thei ir measures accord: aa 

It was on Monday the 27th of Jan- 
vary that this resolution was taken. 
The ordination of the nis sionaries was 
appointed to be on the Thursday of 
the next weck; the latest day which 
would leave time for them to get on 
to Philadelphia in season. Notice 
was imm diate iy given to the friends 
of the mission in the vicinity, and 
means were put in operation wit, all 
possible aciivity, and to as ¢ ee an 
extent as the limited time would al- 
low, for raising the requisite finds. 
tn the mean time, Mr. Luther Rice, 
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alicentiate preacher from the Theo- 
iogieal Institution at Andover, whose 
heart Lad long been engaged in the 
missionary cause, but who had been 
restrained from offering himself to te 
Board by particular circumstarces, 
presented himseif to the Committee 
with good recommendations 
an earnest desire to 

The case was a very trying ne. the 
Committee were not invested with fi 
powers to admit missionarics, and they 
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still felt a very heavy embarrassment 
{rom the want of funds. In view of = 
the circumstances, however, they did 
not dare to rejeci Mr Rice; and ee 
caine to the conclusion to assume the 
responsibility, and to admit hin as : 
yissionary to be ordamed wiih the 
four other brethren, and sent out with 
them, This responsibidity still rests 
upon ithe Committee. But with the 
Pleasing consciousness that thay acted 
1 the case under an 1m pressive scnee 
af duty, and with a sacred view to ac. 
vance the great design of this Bo. und, 
they cheerfully submit themscives to 
the inquiry and to the judgment of 
their brethren. 
While the preparations were mik- 


ing, it came to the knowledge of the 
Committee, that the brigantine Cara- 
van, of Salem, was to sail for Calent- 
faina few days, and could carry out 
irce or four passengers; and, after 
attention to the subject, it was dcem- 
<l gute able, that two of the missiona- 
sar 


~~ 
-_ 


th their wives should take pus- 


in that vessel. TFhis le sssened 


les 
the. ‘general risk, and was attended 
with several advantages. 

According to appointment, on the 
cixth of Febrvary the missionaries 
were ordained, at che ‘Tabernacle in 
Salem. A segson of more impressive 
solemnity has seareely been witnessed 
wm our country. The sight of five 
young men of “highly respectable tal- 
rents and attainments, and who might 
Treason, b] IV have promised the mavives 
Yerv € ' ble situations in our church 
es, fors Jing parents, and friends, an A 
country, and every allering earthy 
prospect, and devoting themselves to 
ihe vrivations, hardships, and perils of 
a mission for life to a people sitting m 
Surkness, and in the remion and shad. 
aw of death, in a far distant and un. 
ae clime, conid not fail deep- 
iv to affect every heart, not uce:ly 
p Hane of feeling. No less affect. 
ive were the views, which che whole 
secne was calculated to impress, of 
the deplorable condition ef the pagan 
world, of the riches of divine gr:ce 
displayed in the Gospel, and of the «. 
Yie'ations on all,on whom this grice is 

ont Tred, to use thei utmost endeav- 
ors inmaking the Gospel universairy 
known. God was manifestly present ; 
crowded and attentive assembly tes- 


. : hy 
uhed, with ranv tears, the Geen in- 
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terest which they felt ia the eccasion 
and not a few reinem! © the SCENC 
with fervent gratitude, and can say, it 
war good ta be there. 

After he pubtic solemnities, arrang- 
ments for the de parture of the mis 
sionaries were mode with all possi! ° 
desnaieh ; at id, on the evenme of ban 
SAC he biethren Nott, Hal l, and 
Rice, tool: their leave in haste, ‘hat 
thay i'@ iinot fial ef arriving at Phit. 
ade! iphie, in season for taking the!: 
passage im the Harmony. ‘Those wha 
remained were expec'cd to sail early 
in the next week. Circumstances oc 
curred, however, by which bath the 
vescels were detained for several days ; 
and it was not until the 19uh of Feb. 
ruaiv that brethren Jadsen and Now 
eli with their wives suled in the Care 
avan from Salem, and about the same 
time brethren Nott, Hall, and Rice, 
with the wifeof Mr. Nott, and seve- 
ral missionames from Evgland, left the 
Delaware in the Harmony. 

Vhe delay of the vessels was highly 
auspicious : and the Commitice would 
do violenée to their feelings, and be 
greatly wanting in attention to the 
sls ject for ty rh thankfulness to God, 
should x cfrain from expressing 
thie deep mm ipre ssion which they have 
feli oT his par’ icit}an providence in the 
whote business of re ime and send- 
ing? out the misston, When the reso- 
luuion wes taken to en.brice the eppor- 
tuniy by the Harmony, the uunost 
which the Committee expect ted to b 
wbic todo was, to fi. ant the four mis- 
sionarics then engagid wihout their 


- 


a . 
wives; or, if their wives should go, io 
gdvance tothem only a half year $, ane 
stead of a whole year’s saiary ; or else 


to retain onby two of Uiem in the eis 
ployment this Board, and resign the 
mher twd to the Loudon Missionary 
seciety. Propib! Vy indeed, the res< 

drusen cowdnot have been iaken at ail, 
butior the commission which had been 
o> amed irom that Societ? For the 
Commitee cast thenselves upon de 
vine Vrowdence in the exse, with the 
afternat ve distinetly ino view, that 
shoulct they fail of seasonsoly obtaiping 
the tunds to enable them to send ont 
the Missionaries in the employment of 
this Bouid, thev could, inmihe las) re- 
sort, ich chem go under the Lindon 


comission. Tiaving this ailernatives 
=: | 5 Sara r9r¢e i “ 
1 miured upen a measure, Waits 
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étherwise, (so doubtful was the pros- 
pect of obtaining the pecuniary means,) 
they probably would have judged pre- 
sumptuous, And they acted upon 
the same principle, when they added 
Mr. Rice to the mission. Nor was it 
until after the solemnities of the ordi- 
nation, that they felt themselves war- 
ranted decisively to resolve on sencing 
all the missionaries in the service, and 
at the expense, of this Board; and 
even then their expe¢tations extended 
no further, than to an advance for each 
missionary of a halfyear’s salary. But 
the Lord madé it to be remembered 
that the silver and the gold are his. ‘The 
hearts of the people were wonderful- 
ly opened; money flowed in from all 
quarters; and by the’ time that the 
Caravan sailed the Committee were 
able to meet all the expenses of fitting 
out the missionaries, and to advance 
fer each of them a whole year’s sala- 
ry. In addition to this, collections 
were made at Philadelphia, during 
the same interval of delay, and deliv- 
ered to the brethren who sailed from 
that port, to su¢h an amount as to 
make the whole which was paid to 
the missionaries in advance equal to 
their stipulated salary for a year and 
a quarter nearly. This deserves very 
grateful notice ; for had our brethren 
been sent out, as it was expected they 
must be, with provision only for six 
months, such is the obstructed state 
of commercial intercourse and the un- 
tertainty of making remittances to 
India, that not only the committee 
and this whole Board, but the friends 
of the mission generally, must have 
been distressed with apprehensions of 
the sufferings to which, for want of 
the means of support, they might have 
beenexposed. Gov WILL PRCVIDE ; 
God did provide. Within about three 
weeks, reckoning from the commence- 
ment of the special arrangements, 
more than six thousand dollars were 
collected for the mission. Several so- 
Cieties and many individuals shewed 
a liberality, which entitles them to the 
very grateful acknowledgments of this 
Board, and of all the friends of the Re- 
deemer’s cause ; and which, it is de- 
voutly to be hoped, will be a precious 
memorial of them, in His kingdom 
forever. While contemplating the 
providence of God in these transac- 
tigns at large, it should not be over- 
K 
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looked that had not our brethren been 
sent out at the very time they were, 
as no opportunities have since occurs 
red, wih oh none are now likely soon te 
occur, the mission must have been de- 
layed for a long time, and perhaps 
even till the lose of the present de- 
plorable war. 

Since their departure, no intelli- 
gence has been received from the Mis- 
sionaries. As they were commended 
to the grate of God, with many pray- 
ers and tears, they will not cease to 
be so commended ; and to Him under 
whose signal auspices they went out, 
and whose own glory is the ultimate 
object ofall sincere attempts to spread 
the Gospel and to save the heathen, 
the whole disposal of the mission may 
be safely referred. And it becomes 
all who feel an interest in it, to hold 
themselves prepared devoutly to bless 
His name, whether He crown it with 
success answerable to their hopes, or 
in His inscrutable wisdom disappoint 
their expectations, and make it a sub- 
ject of severe trial to their faith. 

The instructions given to the mis- 
stonaries were neéessarily drawn up 
in great haste; but they will be sub. 
mitted, with leave, to the considera- 
tion and for the revision of the Board. 

Under the direction 6f the Commit- 
tee, Messrs. Richards and Warren, 
who were accepted by the Board at 
the last annual meeting, have been fa- 
vored with advantages of medical in- 
struction in the intervals allowed by 
the Theological Institution of which 
they are members; both of them at 
Dertmouth College the last autumn, 
and one of them since with Dr. Miller 
of Franklin, and the other with Dr. 
Mussey of Salem. And the particu- 
lar thanks of this Board are due to the 
gentlemen Professors of the Medical 
Institution at Dartmouth, and the two 
physicians who afforded their private 
insttuctions, for their ready liberali- 
ty. The two brethren hold themselves 
still at the direction of this Board, 
with a readiness ‘of mind to enter ir- 
to active service, as soon as Provi- 
dence shall open the door for the pure 
pose. 

Mr. Eleazer Williams, the Indian 
youth proposed for an indian mission, 
and who is in a course of education 
for this purpose, partly at the expense 
oi this Board, made a visit in the coursé 
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of the last winter to his tribe, a jour- 
1al of which has been seen by the Com. 
mittee. It is an excellent journal; 
affords great evidence of the piety and 
good sense of Mr. Williams; and de- 
tails some facts highly favorable to 
his reception among his red brethren, 
when the time shall come for him to 
be sent to them. | When that time 
will come is known only to Him, who 
has all events under his sovereign di- 
rection. At present the prospect re- 
garding the contemplated mission to 
the Caghnawaga Indians, and that re- 
garding our missions to the East, are 
darkened by the war; but this dark- 
ness may be dissipated, and brighter 
scenes open, than men can foresee. 

For reasons, which will be obvious 
to this Board, it was judged advisa- 
ble to apply to the Legislature of Mas- 
sachusetts for an act enduing the 
Board with corporate powers and pri- 
vileges. An application was accord- 
ingly made, which ultimately suc- 
ceeded. This act will be submitted 
to the consideration of the Board. 

On a review, the Committee are 
persuaded that their brethren, as well 
as themselves will recognize many 
precious reasons of thankfulness io 
God; many impressive tokens of his 
gracious regard to our great design; 
many signal encouragements to prose- 
cute the design with renewed and in- 
creased devotedness and activity. 
The war may embarrass our opera- 
tions, but should not restrain our ef- 
forts. If the sure word of prophcey 
warns us of perils and calamities, of 
distress of nations with perplexity » it 
gives us assurance also that in these 
troublous times, the Gospel shall be 
extensively propagated, and that in 
overturning, and overturning, and over- 
turuing, the Lord is making way for 
the establishment in all the earth of 
that kingdom which cannot be shaken. 
ifthe pay of vengeance és in his heart, 
the YEAR of his redeeined is come. Great 
Britain, while sustainmga conflict un- 
exampled in the history of the world, 
is displaying a liberality, a zeal, and 
aspirit of enterprize, for imparting 
the word of life and the blessings of 
salvation to all people, to enemies as 
well as to friends, not less strikingly 
unexampled. And in this giorious 
work, so far from being checked by 
any pressure of burdens.er difficultics, 
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she continues without remission, and 
abounds more and more. By her ad- 
mirable example, America should be 
provoked to emulation. Under no 
circumstances should we faint or be 
discouraged ; but, trusting in God in 
whose cause we are engaged, if diffi- 
culties present themselves, our zea! 
should rise, and our efforts be aug- 
mented. The word is sure, He who 
reigns onthe holy hill of Zion shall 
have the heathen for his inheritance, and 
the uttermost paris of the earth for his 
possession. We hailhim Lorn of 
LORDS, AND KING OF KINGS; wWere- 
joice inthe opening prospects of his 
kingdom; and to be instrumental in 
extending his dominion, and the bles- 
sings of his salvation, will be our high- 
est glory. 


== 
EXTRACT OF A LETTER. 


Messrs. Editors—If you judge that 
the following extract of a letter, 
written by a Missionary ftom the 
Cieneral Assembly of the Presbyte- 
rian Church, will afford any enter- 
tainment to the readers of the Ad- 
viser, you are at liberly to publish it. 


L arrived on missionary ground just 
above Easton, on the Delaware, June 
26,1812. All the country from thence 
to Milford (Penn.) is inhabited by 
very ignorant and irreligious peopiec, 
the muss of whem cared, of course, 
very little for my preaching. On the 
Jersey side are a totally different peo - 
ple, consisting principally of Dutch, 
and descendants of those, who emi- 
grated from New-England. They are 
better informed and friendly to preach- 
ing; yet I found a few remarkable cas- 
es of conversien, which stand as proofs 
to the wicked and ignorant neighbors 
around, of the reality and power of re- 
ligion. Ifoundafewreligious women 
—one woman who had been brought 
up a Catholic, and one aged Dutch- 
man, converted after he. was seventy 
years of age, by no other means than 
reading the parable, where some are 
mentioned, as being received at the 
eleventh hour. The intervening coun- 
try, between this and Albany, is set- 
tled by the peaceable Dutch, a much 
more religious and better informed 
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people, than fF expected to find them 
The settlements are comparatively 
old, destitue of ministers; but able 
and desirous to settle and support 
them. I have reason to helieve, that 
they have a great proportion of pious 
people. I continued my labours in the 
counties of Albany, Skenectady, Mont- 
gomery and Saratoga. . As the Albany 
presbytery have but one or two unset- 
tled preachers, the vacancies in this 
tractof country, have but little preach- 
ing- Iwas, therefore, very thankful- 
ly received, and kindly entertained. 
My preaching was heard with great 
attention and solemnity, and in many 
cases, with evidences of tender feel- 
ings. Indeed, the prospects for reli- 
gion, in all my tour, are pleasing. 
The professors of religion hold confer- 
ences and praying meetings, especial- 
jy on Sabbath days, in almost every 
preaching place, and the people gene- 
rally attend. There is,however, such 
a mixture of various denominations, 
such as Methodists, Baptists, Seced- 
ers, Quakers, &c. as well as Presbyte- 
rians, that meetings are not very much 
crowded. Yetit appears to me, that 
nothing is wanting m all my missiona- 
2 field, to accomplish a revival, but 

faithful, zealous labouders, with their 
usual blessing. 

In Saratoga county, a physician who 
had been personally acquainted with 
the Infidel Paine, and had embraced 
his infidelity, hes lately becomea zeal- 
ous disciple ef the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and is preparing to preach his Gospel. 
He was abeut two years under most 
powertul and distressing Convictions, 
before he would submit to King Jesus. 

{found missionary labours were very 
pleasing. I not only preached, as of- 
ten as I could get peaple together, 
but visited schoels and families. The 
family visits were, at first, rather un- 
comfortable to myself, owing to a want 
of sufficient boldness. After a little 
practice, they became my most pleas- 
ing Service. Though often extremely 
pained, at the carelessness of my fel- 
low-probationers for an eternal world, 
1 contracted -a boldness which made 
me care little whether I pleased or 
displeased, and enabled me te put 
such questions as these, directly to 
parents, and others, whether high or 
low. Are you living in the service of 
the Lord Jesus Christ or not? Have 
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you any satisfactorv evidenee that you 
are born again, &c. ?—first explaining 
my view of our situation here, as sin- 
ners, and probationers. And I very 
rarely found this plain, honest, bo! d 
and affectionate address to give ot- 

fence. Rather it often brought tears 
and thanks, and frequently, this reply, 
from men of some education and rank 
—“< Well, you are the first minister, 
who ever used this plainness with me. 
I am not offended, but pleased, and 
will tell you the plain truth. I know 
what you say is right. My conscience 
is on your side. It condemns me, &c. 
—aid 1 am on the plan of doing bet- 
ter, by and by—I am by no meaiis, 
without awakening at times, &e.” 

I found a considerable number of 
pious women, some young and unmar- 
ried, whose sincere heart religion made 
me esteem them very much—also a 
goodly number of men, who are Zion’s 
Pilgrims. Women often shed tears 
of affection. One sensible woman, 
lately converted without the advantage 
of ordinary means, living in a very 
thoughtless and wicked neighborhood 
(between alternate laughing and cry- 
ing) was net able to converse for ten 
minutes after I called on her, being 
so overjoyed at a visit from a minister. 
I was much pleased with the plain 
and truly affectionate christianity of 
some Dutch women and men too. In- 
deed, I have reason to think favoura- 
bly of the Dutch in the state of New- 
York. They are improving much in 
manners, information and religion, 
from their connexion with New-Eng- 
land people. The Rev. Mr. Fenn of 
Harpersfield has, since his settlement, 
had three revivals of religion. There 
are, among his people, a large num- 
ber of hopetul young christians. I 
preached two evenings for him, to at- 
tentive and affectionate assemblies. 
The Rev. Mr. Kingsbury from Yt. is 
now living at Hartford, Penn. His 
people are religious, having had two 
revivals, before his settlement among 
them. There were about forty or fif- 
ty converts each time. 

I was pleased with the kind of reli- 
gion, which people appear to have in 
the stateyofNew-York. It appeared 

2 te Beentircly different from what 

fany places within our 

fs isa religion without 
sis a heart religion. 
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P. S.—I have just received a letter 
from Mr. Tavlor of Hadley, Saratoga 
county, N. Y. from which the follow- 
ine is extracted. “ Since you left this 
place, the cause of religion has flour- 


ished exceedingly. Between fifty and 
sixty persons, chiefly young, have, in 
this vicinity, W i hin the iast tnree 
months, given evidence of having pass- 
edtrom death unto life. Of most, I 


think it can be truly said, that they 
rejoice in the Lord, and joy in the God 
oft theirsalvation I trust it will ¢om- 
fort you, after your fatigues and la- 
bours, to know that there is great rea- 
son to believe, that this revival is the 
early fruit of the gospel seed, which 
you have sowed. In puisuance of 
your advice, prayer meetings and con- 
ferences were established and have 
been continued on Sabbath and Thurs- 
day evenings.” 


== 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM A 
GENTLEMAN IN PHILADEL- 
PHAIA, BATED JANUA- 
ry 11, 1813. 


The state of religion about Eliza- 
bethtown, Newark, and even at Prince- 
ion, (N.J,) affords considerable en- 
couragement to hope that the Lord is 
pouring out his blessed Spirit on those 
places, and that there is a revival 
amongst them. In our city, there is 
certainly more than usual attention to 
religious exercises. The collections 
for the printing establishment at Se- 
rampore (lately burnt) progress fa- 
vourably. At New-York, in Dr, Ro- 
meyn’s church, $839 were collected 
at one time. In the other churches, 
it was expected that collections would 
be taken up also. Here the subserip- 
tions amount to about $120y, and more 
will yet be subscribed. 
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Huntingdonshire Auxtlfary Bi 
giely Was formed on oT = $ 
1811, Lord Viscount® 
pie chair. Ss 
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The meeting was enlivened not on- 
ly by the eloquence of the three Secre 
taries of the parent institution, but b 
the animated addresses of Lord Carys- 
fort, S. Knight, Esq and J. Hammond, 
Esq. the Rev. Messrs. Pope, Burdil- 
lon, Longmire, and Martyn, of the es- 
tablished church, Arrow, Morell, and 
Crisp, dissenting ministers, F. Calder, 
methodist preacher, and Mr. William 
Brown, of the society of Friends. More 
than 3,100 dollars were soon contri- 
buted, 


Vigorous exertions are making, in 
the divisions of the British army sta- 
tioned at home, in consequence of gen- 
eral orders issued by Royal authority, 
to instruct the children of soldiers by 
means of Regimental Schools, formed 
on the plan of Dr. Bell. Peculiar at- 
tention is to be paid to the moral and 
religious instruction and conduct of 
the children. 


Herifordshire Auxjliary Bible Secie- 
ty was formed by an assembly of gen. 
tlemen convened at the Shire-hall in 
Hertford, on the 24th of January 1812. 
William Plumer, Esq. was unanimous- 
ly called to the chair, but declined it 
on account of his health; when, on 
motion of Mr. Plumer, William Ba- 
ker, Esq. was unanimously requested 
to preside, 

After the business was opened by 
the Chairman, Mr. Plumer rose and 
addressed the meeting in a short, but 
very impressive speech. He stated 
that this was probably the last time 
he should ever meet his friends and 
neighbours on any public ocoasion. 
He was glad he had an opportunity of 
bearing his testimony in so good a 
cause. It would be a consolation to 
him as he approached his last hour. 

Mr. Steinkopff forcibly stated the 
want of Bibles in various parts of the 
continent, and the great anxiety to ob- 
tain them. Among other interesting 
facts which he mentioned was the fol- 
lowing: An offer was made by a per- 
son from Stockholm to the governor 
of Russian Finland of some pecuniary 
assistance towards supplying the poor 
Finlanders with Bibles. The govern- 
or inquired from what generous hands 
the proposal came. When he. learnt 
that they were indebted for it to Eng- 

land, he could not refrain from tears ; 
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but added, that without consulting 
the Emperor nothing could be done. 
The Emperor was consulted, and has 
contributed, from his private purse, 
five thousand roubles* to the Bible 
Society now forming in Finland. 

Lord Viscount Grimsten was ap- 
pointed President; and the Right 
Hon. Lord John Townshend, M. P. 
and seventeen other gentlemen of dis- 
tinction, eleven of whom were mem- 
bers of Parliament, were appointed 
Vice Presidents. The Rev. Mr. Lid- 
den, and the Hon. Mr. Brand were 
among those who addressed the meet- 
ing. The Rev. William Dealtry, and 
the Rev. C. Maslen were appuimted 
Secretaries. Mr. Dealtry made along 
and eloquent speech, which was pub- 
lished at the request of the Commit- 
tee. 

Mr. Plumer, seconded by Sir John 
Saunders Scbright, moved the cordial 
thanks of the meeting to William Ba- 
ker, Esq. for his able conduct and 
important exertions in the business of 
this day. 

Mr. Baker, in an address of great 
feeling, expressed the delight which 
he experienced in seeing, on the close 
of a long political life, one meeting of 
unanimity, It had been his lot to wit- 
ness many of dissention. He hadbeecn 
opposed to gentlemen near him on 
questions of great interest to public 
men, when both sides considered 
themselves as engaged in the right 
cause. It rejoiced his heart to find, 
at last, that there was one subject on 
which they could all agree, and espe- 
cially that this subject was the disper- 
sion of the Seriptures. They are,” 
he observed, “the only solace of af- 
fliction in this life, and adord the on- 
ly ground of hope for the life to come.” 


Sutton Coldfield Auxiitary Bible §o- 
ciety was formed Dec. 23, 1811, in aid 
of the British and Foreign Bible Soci- 
ety. Henry Grimes, Esq. was chosen 
Treasurer, and the Rev. Joseph Mend- 
ham, Secretary. A committee of five 
respectable gentlemen was also choscn. 


The Bristol Auxiliary Bible Society 


held its annual meeting on the 13th of_ 


last February. The report ofthe Com- 
mittee was read and received with 





® A royble is equal in value to a deilar, 


great approbation ; after which, sev 

eral gentlemen addressed the meeting 
with great eloquence and force. The 
Society raised during the year above 
7,700 dollars, nearly all of which was 
remitted to the parent institution, 


From letters received fram the mis- 
sionaries in South Africa, it appears 
that there has been a considerable re- 
vival of religion at the Cape of Good 
Hope, and in other places of the set- 
tlement, among the soldiers, the in- 
habitants, and the slaves. 


The Blackheath Auxiliary Bible So- 
ciety was formed on the 22nd cf Feb- 
ruary last, J.J. Angerstein, Esq. a gen- 
tleman greatly distinguished by be- 
nevolence, in the chair. Many elo- 
quent and impressive speeches were 
made. The Earl of Dartmouth was 
appointed President; the Dean of 
Windsor, the Right Hon. N. Vansit- 
tart, now Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer, Gen. Tarrington of the Royal 
Artillery, Maj. Gen. Burn of the Roy- 
al Marines, John J. Angerstein, Esq. 
and the Rev. George Lock, Vice Pres- 
idents; Richard Best, Esq. Treasur- 
er; Rev. Theophilus Lane, Prebenda- 
ry of Hereford, Dr. Parker of the Roy- 
al Artillery Hospital, and Mr. J. Shew- 
ell, Secretaries. About 2,900 dollars 
were soon subscribed. Among the 
principal speakers were Mr. Vansit- 
tart, the Rev. Dr. Collyer, a dissent- 
ing minister, and several other per- 
sens of distinction. 


The Society for the relief of poor pious 
Clergymen of the Established Church, 
affords annual supplies to a number 
ofcurates, who are in a state ef ex- 
treme poverty. The cases which are 
stated every year are of the most af- 
fecting kind. There are instances of 
clergymen, who supply three or four 
churches, and whose clear income 
from them all does not exceed 150 dol- 
lars, and which will not go so far in 
that country in purchasing the neces- 
saries of lite, as the same sum will go 
in this Country, 


The Society for Missions to Africa 
and the Bast held a special meeting 
on the 24th of April last, which was 
very numerously attended; the Right 
lion. Lord Gambier in the chair. The 
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object of the meeting was to take 
measures “ to procure such provisions 
in the New Charter to be granted 
to the East India Company, as shall, 
under wise and prudent regulation, 
promote Christianity in India” Sev- 
eral resolutions, having this object in 
view, were passed. A deputation was 
appointed to wait on the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, and the President 
of the Board of Control, to solicit 
their support to the objects of the re- 
solutions, and the honor of conferring 
with them on the means of attaining 
those objeets. Mr. Vansittart is now 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, and 
will doubtless use all his imtiuence in 
favor of the application. Among the 
persons who took an active part in 
this meeting we observe the names 
of Mr. Wi rece, Mr. Thornten, 
Lord Carlt. and Sir Thomas 
Buring. 


The Wallingford Auxiliary Bible So- 
ciety was formed onthe 7th of Jan. last, 
the venerable J. Allnatt, Esq. in the 
ehair. The Bishop of Salisbury was 
appointed President. Though the 
clay was very unpropitious, above 800 
dollars were subscribed on the spot. 


The York Auxiliary Bible Society 
was formed on the 29th of Jaaury. 
The Hon. Lawrence Dundas, the Lord 
Mayor of York, was in the chair, and 
has accepted the office of President, 
and six gentlemen were appointed 
Vice Presidents. The proceedings 
have been published in an interesting 
pamphlet. Among a multitude of 
speakers were the Rev. John Overton 
and the Rev. Charles Welibeloved, 
names kown in this cogniry. 


The Bradford Auxiliary Brbie Sccz- 


ety was formed last spring. The Rev. 
j. Crosse, vicar of the parish church, 
was chosen President, and John Har- 
dy, Esq. Secretary. Clergymen of 
different denominations were appoint- 
ed on the committee Perfect unan- 
mnity prevailed, and the subscriptions 
were extremely liberal. 


The Staffordshire Auritiary Bible So- 
éiety Was formed on the 8.) of April 
fast, Thomas Lister, Esq im the chair. 
B.ord Viscount Anson was appointed 
President, aud eight nobiemen, and 
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twenty-four gentlemen of rank, Vice 
Presidents. ‘The High Sheriff of the 
county, and another gestleman were 
appointed joint Treasurers, and three 
clergymen and a Jayman, Secretaries. 
Among the speakers was the Rey. 
Mr. Gisborne, an excellent writer of 
sermons, known in this country. He 
delivered a very argumentative and 
eloguent speech, which was printed 
at ile request of the meeting. 


The Soctety for the suppart and en- 
couragement of Sunday Schools throurh- 
out the British deminitons held their an- 
nual meeting on the 8th of April last. 
The committee reported, that since 
the last annual meeting 239 schools 
had been added to the Society’s list, 
and assistance repeated to 92 schools 
formerly established. They had dis- 
tributed, during the year, 26,723 
Spelling-books, 5056 Testaments, and 
132 Bibles. Since the commence- 
ment of the institution, (1785) they 
had issued $59,695 Spelling-books, 
70,537 Testaments, and 8,001 Bibles, 
to 3,730 schools, containing upwards 
of 303,000 scholars. Testimonies to 
the utility of this institution continue 
to multiply. 


Some benevolent individuals have 
made accurate investigation into the 
want of Bibles in the British metrope- 
lis. ‘This want is found to be greater 
among the peor than had been pre- 
viousiy conceived, Out of 611 fami- 
lies, principally of weavers in Spital- 
fields, 335 were wholly destitute of 
the Bible. Of these families 235 pro- 
fessed io be of the communion of the 
Church of England, 217 to belong to 
different classes of dissenters, 16 to 
be Roman Catholics, and 115 to be of 
no profession whatever, gomg, proba- 
bly, to no place of worship, and being 
wholly without God in the world. 


Di tae * J 
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CITY OF LONDON AUXILIARY Bf 
BLE SOCIETY. 


A large and overflowing meeting, 
the object of which was to establish 
an Auxiliary Bible Society for the City 
of Lord. was held on the 6th Aug, last 
mthe Egyptian Halil, at the Mansion 
House, which had been promptly and 
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liberally granted by the Lord Mayor 
for that purpose. ‘The hall was crowd- 
ed at an early hour, and it is suppos- 
ed that there were not less than from 
2000 to 2500 persons present on the 
occasion. The persons who addressed 
the assembly in succession, were the 
Rev. Dr. Brunnmark; the Rev. Mr. 
Hughes ; Mr. Rowcroft; Mr. Favell; 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer; Mr. 
R. H. Marten; Mr, J. Thornton; the 
Rev. Mr. Hatch; the Rev. Mr. Wil- 
son; Aiderman Scholey; Alderman 
Wood; Mr. B. Neale; Mr. G. Bar: 
clay; Mr. W. Allen; and the Rev. 
Mr. Owen. A detailed account of the 
proceedings of the meeting will be 
published. In the mean time we will 
only remark, that there was much 
powerful eloquence displayed on the 
occasion; that the harmony and cor- 
diality which pervaded the assembly 
were in the highest degree gratifying ; 
and that the conduct of the Lord 
Mayor in the chair was such as fully 
entitled him to that warm homage ef 
applause which he received from the 
multitude that surroundedhim, The 
Lord Mayor for the time being was 
chosen president of this society. The 
vice-presidents are—the Right Hon. 
N. Vansittart; Alderman C. S. Hunt- 
er; H. C. Combe, M.P.; Sir J. Shaw, 
Bart. M. P.; Sir C, Flower, Bart.; 
Thos. Smith; J. Sylvester ; G. Scho- 
ley; S. Birch; M, Wood; J]. Atkins; 
C. Magnay, W. Heygate; and J. An- 
sley: Sir Thos. Baring, Bart. M, P.: 
Samuel Whitbread, Esq. M. P.: Jo- 
seph Marryatt, Esq. M. P.: W. Man- 
ning, Esq. M. P,: John Maitland, 
Esq. M- P.: S. Thornton, Esq. M. P.: 
Edward Parry, Esq.: ‘f. Rowcroft, 
Esq-: and R. Clarke, Esq. Chamber- 
lain :—the Treasurer is D. Bevan, Esq. 
—and the Secretaries are, the Rev. 
D. Wilson, the Rev. H. F. Burder, 
and Gurney Barclav, Esq. 

We congratulate the Christian world 
on the formation of a society, so sup- 
ported and so patronised, whose atten- 
tion is to be directed to supplying 
that grievous want of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, whichis found to prevail among 
the poor of the metropolis. We trust 
that the powerful example of the first 
city in the world, thus recognising, 
almost in its Corporate capacity, the 
paramount importance of the word of 
God to the happiness of man, will be 


Tracis......Ordinations. 63 


felt, not only inevery part of the Brit- 
ish empire, but in every corner of the 
globe. Ch. Ob. 


QUEBEC BIBLE SOCIETY. 


A Society was formed a few weeks 
since in Lower Canada denominated 
the Quebec Bible Society. They con- 
template, we understand, to cooperate 
with the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, 


Schedule of Books and Tracts in the. 
Vermont Religious Sract Sootety, Os- 
tober 1, 1812. 


BOOKS. 


26 Testaments 
13 Religious Conference 
3 Psaim Books 


TRACTS. 


16 No.IV. Dialogue on Rengeneration 
43 Nor. VII. Grand Assgizes 
110 No. VILL. Persuasive to Religious 
Worship 
526 No. IX. Capt. James Wilson 
186 No. X. Genuine Religion the best 
friend of the people 
197 No. Xl. Great Question answered 
539 No. XII, Depravity of human na- 
ture 
565 No. XTil. Adventure in Vermont 
460 No. XIV, Danger of delaying the 
concerns of the soul . 
800 No. XV. On the evil effeets of ar- 
dent Spirits, by Doct. Rush 
49 Mr. Weeks’ Sermon 
21 Doct. Burton’s funeral Serinon 
4 Mr. Beecher’s Sermon 
7 World’s displayed 
24 Sheeis of Tracts 
Wa. G. HOOKER, Gen. Agent. 


ORDINATIONS. 


Ordained, at Eden, Nov. 25th, 1812, 
Rey, JosepH Farrar over the Con- 
gregational Church and Society in 
that place. Rev. Nathaniel Rawson of 
Hardwick made the introductory pray- 
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er; sermon by Rev. John Truair, Cam- 
bridge ; consecrating prayer, and 
charge, by Rev. Salmon King, Greens- 
boro’; right hand of feilowship, by 
Mr. Rawson; concluding prayer, by 
Mr. Truair; Messrs. King, Rawson, 
and Truair, imposed hands. The 
scene was interesting, solemn and im- 
pressive. ‘* The wilderness shall blos- 
som as the rose. The Solitary places 
shall be glad.” 

Ordained—at Andover, 2d Dee. last, 
Rev. Justrn EpwaArbs. The intro- 
cuctory prayer was offered by the Rev. 
Jonathan French, of Hampton Falls; 
sermon by the Rev. Professor Stewart, 
of Andover college; consecrating 
prayer by Rey. Mr. Eaton, of Boxford ; 
charge by Rev. Mr. Allen, of Brad- 


ford ; fellowship by Rev. Mr. Loring, 
of Andover; concluding prayer by 
Rev. Mr. Stearns, of Bedtord. 

On the 28:hof Oct. last, the Rev. 
Dante. HuntINnGTON, as pastorof 
the north Congregational church and 
society in Bridgewater, (Mass.) Ser- 
mon by the Rev. Abel M’Ewen of New 
London, (Conn.) 

At Angelica (N. Y.) Rev. RoBert 
Hvussarn. Sermon trom Rom. x. 17° 

fit Painted Post, (N. Y.) Rev. 
Crement Hréxman. Sermon from 
2 Cor, v. 20. 

At Tolland, Con. on the 21Ist Jan. 
1813, Rev. Anset Nasu, Colleague 
Pastor with the Rev. Nathan Will- 
jams, D. D. Sermon by Rev. Henry 
Lord of Williamsburg, Mass. 


LP bole Ye 


“ For we have not an High Priest wlio 
cannot be touched with the feeling 
ef our infirmities : but was in all 
points tempted like as we are, yet 
without sin.”—Ilgs. iv. 15. 


Wuey gathering clouds around I view, 
And days are dark, and friends are few, 
Qp him I lean, who, not in vain, 
Expericne’d évery human pain; 
He sees my wants, allays my fears, 
And counts and tréasures up’ my tears. 


1fought should tempt my soul to stray 
Krom heavenly virtue’s narrow way, 
To fly the good [ would pursue, — 

Or do the sin [ would not do, 

Still he who felt temptation’s power 
Shall guard me in that dangerous hour. 


Hf wounded love mv bosom swell, 
Deceiv’d by those I priz’d too well, 
He shall his pitying aid bestow, 
Who felt on earth severer woe ; 


At once betrayed, denied, or fled, 
By all that shar’d his daily bread. 


Whenvexing thoughts within me rise, 
And, sore dismay’d, my spirit dics, 
Yet he who once vouchsaf’d to bear 
The sickening anguish of despair, 
Shall sweetly soothe, shall gently drv, 
The throbbing heart, the streaming eye 


When sorrowing o’er some stone Lbend 
Which covers all that was a friend ; 
And trom his Voice, his hand, his smile, 
Divides me—for a little wiile,— 
Thou, Saviour, see’st»the tears I shed, 
For thou didst wéep o’er Lazarus dead. 


And O, when I have safely past 
Through every conflict—but the last, 
Still, still unchanging, watch beside 
My painful bed,—tor thou hast died ; 
‘Vhen point to realms of cloudless day, 
And wipe the latest tear away ! 


Ch Ob: 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


The lines, on the Wew Year, did not reach us in season. 
We hope the correspondent, in a distant part of the country, who obligingly 
furnished us with the Extracts of Letters, which appear in this number,: will 


conier future favors. 


—2+ oo 


DONATION TO THE VERMONT MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


From several Females, Highgate, 


- ee 56,68 





